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Progress of the Cause.— Condition of the Republic of Liberia. 



Through the merciful kindness of 
our heavenly Father, we are per- 
mitted to celebrate the Thirty-third 
Anniversary of the American Colo- 
nization Society. Another year of 
distinguished prosperity has drifted i 
by. We contemplate the past, with j 
feelings of gratitude and exultation, j 
Progress has been made. Principles 
have received new strength and en* 
largement. The fountains of be- j 
nevolence have poured forth their i 
fertilizing streams. The tokens of 
divine favor, and the manifestations 
of Almighty Power have been liberal- 
ly granted in every emergency. The 
spirit of emigration has been gradu- 
ally increasing. Favoring gales have : 
safely wafted the Society's vessels, j 
freighted with expectant freeman, 
to their new homes on the shores of 
Africa. From their newly erected j 
houses and their humble abodes, j 
they have sent back such a voice of J 
contentment, and such good news of! 
the land, that many of their kindred j 



and acquaintances, are preparing to 
follow them. The Republic of Li- 
beria, though young as to years and 
small as to numbers, has displayed 
much of the wisdom of riper age, 
and the strength of vigorous man- 
hood. Peace and prosperity have 
been in all her borders. The mon- 
ster vices peculiar to that coast have 
felt, and withered under, the increas- 
ing influence of civilization and 
Christianity. The native tribes 
have more tenderly felt the wretch- 
edness of their barbarous condition, 
and been inspired with new zeal to 
imitate their more highly favored 
neighbors. Among the nations of 
the earth the fame of what Liberia 
has already done, has spread far and * 
wide, and confidence in the stabili- 
ty of her institutions has been great- 
ly augmented. 

In illustration of these general 
statements, we present the following 
details of operations of the past year. 



V, 



6 ANNUAL REPORT OF THE AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 



Receipt- l;i.-t year — Emigrants sent to Liberia — Lnum — Liberia Packet — C. Wright. 



The income from donations, or 
the voluntary offerings of individuals, 
has been greater during the past, than 
in preceding years. It has amount- 
ed upwards of $33,000, while the 
whole receipts have been $50,332 
S4. The expenditures have been 
$55,743 05. 

Very little money has been re- 
ceived from legacies in the past year. 
Several legacies were due the Socie- 
ty.but for some reasons were not paid. 

William Short, Esq., of Philadel- 
phia, for several years a Vice Presi- j 
dent of this Society, departed this j 
life in Nov. last, leaving a legacy to ; 
this cause of $10,000. 

B. C. Staunton, Esq., late of Madi- 
son Co., Illinois, also departed this j 
life in Nov. having left the bulk of i 
his property for purposes of educa- 
tion in Liberia. It is supposed that 
it will amount to some 6 or $8,000. j 

i 

We would pay our heartfelt tribute 
of respect to the memory of these 
departed friends. 

During the past year, we have 
sent four hundred and twenty-two 
emigrants to Liberia. 

The barque Laura, sailed from N. 
Orleans Jan. 22, with 151 emigrants, j 
of whom 141 were from Miss., the j 
last of the Ross family, and 9 were j 
from Alabama. The cholera pre- j 
vailed at New Orleans, wh.ie these 
people were in that city, and fifteen 
of them died of the 'disease. We 
employed a physician to accompany 



them to Liberia, who did every ihing 
in his power for their health and 
comfort on ihe voyage. But not- 
withstanding all his exertions, 13 
of them died before the vessel reach- 
ed Liberia. The expenses of send- 
ing out this expedition, owing to the 
peculiar circumstances, were much 
larger than is usual from that port. 

The Liberia Packet sailed frcm 
Baltimore on the 24th Feb., wiih 
55 emigrants, of whom, 46 were 
from Va. — 2 frcm North Carolina — 3 
from Penn. — 3 from New York, 
and 1 from Georgetown, D. C. 

The Clintonia Wright sailed from 
New Orleans the 20ih April, with 
21 emigrants, all from Kentucky. 

This vessel was chartered to ac- 
commodate the emigrants from Ten- 
nessee and Kentucky, who h"d 
gone to New Orleans for the January 
expedition, and finding the cholera 
prevailing there, returned home im- 
mediately. In March the cholera lud 
so much abated, that it was thought 
expedient to send another vessel 
with those who had been waiting so 
long, and were so anxious to de- 
part. Arrangements were accord- 
ingly made for them to sail in April. 
But just as those from Tennessc were 
about to start from Nashville, they 
heard such reports of the cholera 
again at New Orleans, and on the 
river, that they declined going. But 
then it w as too late to postpone the 
expedition. The vessel had been 
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Iluma— Packet— -Expenses increased by the Cholera. 



chartered, the purchases made, and 
the emigrants from Kentucky were 
on their way : so that instead of up- 
wards of 100 emigrants, only 21 
were sent in this vessel. 

It will thus appear, that both the 
expeditions from New Orleans have 
been greatly interfered with by the 
prevalence of the cholera there, and 
rendered much more expensive to 
the Society, 

The emigrants in Tenn. who went 
to New Orleans more than a year 
ago, and returned on account of the j 
cholera, are yet in Tenn., awaiting: 
another opportunity. j 

The barque Huma sailed from Sa- 
vnnnah, Geo., 14th May, 1849, with 
ISl emigrants, of whom 116 were 
from Georgia, and 65 from S. Caro- 
lina. Few companies of better peo- 
ple than these have ever gone to Li- 
beria. They were generally well sup- 
plied with the comforts and conveni- 
ences of life. One hundred and 
three of ihem could read, and thirty 
could write. Twenty-four of them 
hnd purchased themselves and paid 
an aggregate of $15,750, the product 
of their own • industry. Several of 
them were manumitted by their mas- 
ters, that they might accompany 
their kindred and friends who were 
goinrr to Liberia. As most df these 
were valuable slaves, their masters 
deserve much credit for their great 
liberality. Few individuals in any 
part of the country, have contributed 



as largely during the year to coloni- 
zation purposes as they. 

Four of the company were preach- 
ers, and 69 were professors of reli- 
gion ; and five of them were native- 
born Africans, who though at an 
advanced age, seemed thrilled with 
joy at the idea of again seeing the 
land of their birth ! 

The only other expedition which 
we have sent' out during the year, 
was by the Liberia Packet, which 
sailed from Baltimore, August 1, 
1849, with 14 emigrants, of whom 
1 1 were from South Carolina, 2 from 
Virginia, and 1 from this city ! 

There were others who wanted to 
go in this expedition, but the So- 
ciety was so much in debt, for those 
already sent, that it was deemed pru- 
dent to postpone their departure to 
some future time. 

By reference to the account cur- 
rent appended to this report, it will 
be seen that the whole outlav for the 
transportation and support of emi- 
grants during the year has been 
$33,650 12. This is considerably 
above the average of $50 for each 
emigrant, and is accounted for by 
the fact already stated of the preva- 
lence of the cholera at New Orleans, 
by which the expenses of two expe- 
ditions were required, to do the work 
of one ; and also by the fact that the 
charter of vessels has been unusu- 
ally high during the year, owing 
doubtless to the great number 
employed in the California trade. 
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We have made arrangements for 
the departure of three expeditions 
within the next forty days. The 
Liberia Packet will sail from Nor- 
folk, Va., on the 26th inst. We 
have 224 applicants for a passage in 
her, but shall send only about 160. 
A vessel will sail from Savannah. 
Geo., on the 14th February, with 
about 200 emigrants, and a vessel 
from New Orleans, the 26th Feb- 
ruary, with about 100. 

It is very embarrassing, with our 
present empty treasury, and large 
debt, to be compelled to send out 
so many emigrants, so early in the 
year. But circumstances over which 
we could exert no control have ren- 
dered it important, if not indispen- 
sable, that these people should all go 
at the times appointed. Not to 
send them, would be ruinous to 
their prospects, and disastrous to 
our hopes of future usefulness. In 
obedience, therefore, to the resolu- 
tion of the Board of Directors at I 
their last annual meeting, we have 
agreed to send them, relying upon 
our auxiliary Societies, and a libe- 
ral and sympathising public for the 
means of defraying the expenses. 

Among the encouraging events 
of the past year, we number the con- 
tinued increase of applicants for 
emigration to Liberia. We think 
the fact is fully established that there 
will always be more persons desir- 
ous of, and needing, the aid of the 
Society, than it will be able to assist. 



Strong hopes have been enter- 
tained that the states would take the 
matter in hand and make appropria- 
tions to aid in the colonization of 
their own free colored population. 
In Indiana, Ohio and Virginia, the 
people have petitioned their respec- 
tive legislatures on the subject, and 
as far as we are informed they are 
very favorably disposed. Should 
they make liberal appropriations for 
the purpose, it would mark an era 
in the history of Colonization. 

The several State auxiliary Socie- 
ties still maintain their organiza- 
tions, and have prosecuted the work 
of collecting funds with energy and 
zeal. From some of them we have 
received fevver remittances than we 
had anticipated ; but they all speak 
of an encouraging interest in the 
cause among the mass of their citi- 
zens. The great state of New York, 
under the culture of the energetic 
and indefatigable secretary of that 
society, has done .nobly, and taken 
the lead far ahead of any other. We 
mention the fact with a proud satis- 
faction, that we have received from 
their treasury during the past year 
about $10,000, with the prospect of 
an increase for the year to come ! 

Among the individual friends and 
patrons of the cause, many have 
shown distinguished liberality. Of- 
ten, in our times of trial and emer- 
gency, have our hearts been made 
to thrill with gratitude at the re- 
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ception of their munificent dona- 
tions I 

During the summer, we made an 
appeal for $3,000 to send a large 
family of about 60, from near Mur- 
freesboro', N. C, left by will of the 
late T. Capehart with the privi- 
lege of going, if the Society could 
defray the expenses. A gentleman 
in Alabama offered to be one of 
thirty who would give $100 each for 
this purpose. We have the satisfac- 
tion of announcing that the amount 
has all been made up, and that the 
family will leave in the Liberia Packet 
on the 26th inst. Thanks, large and 
sincere we give the gentleman who 
proposed, and those who completed, 
this scheme. 

In the history of the Republic of 
Liberia, the past year, there is much 
to awaken gratitude, and give en- 
couragement for future and enlarged 
operations. Several new tracts of 
territory have been purchased, and 
treaties of peace and friendship 
made with the surrounding tribes. 
The slave trade at New Cesters has 
been entirely broken up, and at Gal- 
linas it has been for the present 
stopped, with every prospect of its 
final extinction. To accomplish 
this object, President Roberts as- 
sures us in his last despatch, nothing 
is wanting but the means of pur- 
chasing the coast lying between the 
northern boundary of Liberia and 
the southern boundary of Sierra 



Leone. The legacy of the late John 
Hoff, of Philadelphia, if we can re- 
ceive it, together with the distin- 
guished liberality of a gentleman in 
Cincinnati, and one in England, will 
very nearly, if not quite, make up 
the amount required. 

The man-of-war, presented to the 
Republic by Great Britain, has 
proved a valuable acquisition, and 
rendered essential service to the 
commerce and welfare of Liberia. 
The income from duties and other 
sources, has been on the increase, 
and promises to be sufficient for all 
the expenses of the government. 
Considerable embarrassment, how- 
ever, has been felt in consequence 
of the heavy debt, about $6,000, in- 
curred in fitting out the military ex- 
pedition against the slave factory at 
NV esters. Great credit is due 
te the men who planned and exe- 
cuted that undertaking. 

The chief want of Liberia at pre- 
sent is an increased population of 
intelligent and industrious citizens, 
and enlarged resources for the sup- 
port of schools, and the execution 
of internal improvements. On this 
point, it is pleasant to know that 
much interest is felt both in this 
country and in Liberia; and that 
measures are in progress to render 
them important assistance. 

We have been much indebted to 
the Rev. John Miller, formerly of 
Frederick, Md., who while on a 
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Concluding 

visit to Europe laid the cause before ■ 
many distinguished individuals, and 
obtained some handsome donations 
to the funds of the Society. He 
appeared before a committee of Par- 
liament and underwent a rigid ex- 
amination respecting the history, 
plans, principles and operations of 
this Society, and imparted to them 
an immense amount of information 
which they embodied in their report 
and published to the world. In this 
respect, he rendered a most impor- 
tant service to the cause. 

In conclusion, we earnestly, affec- 
tionately, and importunately invoke 
the philanthropic every where to 
continue, and increase their gene- 
rosity to our cause! We are able 
to show diligence on our part, in 
prosecuting the enterprise, and fru- 
gality in the use of all the pecuniary 
means placed at our disposal. The 
expenditure of the funds contri- 
buted by private benevolence has 
purchased, on a benighted coast, a 
territory of more than four hundred 
miles in extent, has chartered ships, 
transported to the home and conti- 
nent of their fathers, 6,653 of our free 
people of color, who have formed, 
and are capable of maintaining a 
prosperous and independent gov- 
ernment; has brought under the 
canopy of Liberian law more than 
80,000 hitherto wild and untutored 
savages, has abolished the slave 
trade for several hundred miles on 



the coast, has founded schools, 
churches, and printing presses, has 
cleared farms and sprinkled abroad 
the green tints of agriculture, has 
established the temples of justice, 
transplanted our beautiful arts to a 
distant "continent, and carried our 
mother tongue to where it will be- 
come the language of millions for 
ages to come; and above all, and by 
means of all, established the insti- 
tutions of our holy religion in a land 
hitherto shrouded in the deepest 
heathenish darkness! Liberia is a 
Republic reared by private benevo- 
lence. It demonstrates what may 
be done with adequate means at 
command. The work is now com- 
paratively easy. The experiment 
has been made. The true policy 
has been discovered, and all the 
preliminaries settled. The means 
and appliances are well understood. 
The business is reduced to such a 
perfect system, that every mite now 
contributed can be made to achieve 
direct results to its utmost possible 
capacity. We therefore call upon 
all to strengthen our hands and en- 
courage our hearts, for the work of 
a century yet remains to be done. 
Liberia needs more of our people, 
that she may send her influence 
eventually into the heart of Africa. 
They are anxious to go> ; and shall 
we forbid them to cherish the hope 
that they may one day plant their 
feet on the soil which once their 
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fathers trod ! The claims of Jm- the work to its consummation, A 
manity and the commands of the j spirit should go abroad every where, 
Most High summon us to redoubled j kindling the hearts of the people to 
zeal and activity ! The time has ; the completion of an enterprise on 



come when the resources of the 

i 

Society must be greatly enlarged, or 



which depends our nation's high- 
est glory, and the redemption of Af- 



il must falter in the work which is ; rica. Ten thousand hearts should re- 
damanded of it. This whole nation j spond to every appeal of the Society, 
is now called upon by the highest j and ten thousand hands should 
considerations of duty, interest and j be stretched forth with necessary 
religion, to come forward and press J relief! 



tfftnutcs of t|)c Stnntial fHectms of t!;c Slmcrtcan Colontjatiort Soci'cti?. 



Colonization Rooms, 
Washington City, 15 Jan. 1850. 

The American Colonization So- 
ciety met at 7 o'clock in the 1st 
Presbyterian Church. 

The Hon. Henry Clay, president 
of the Society, took the chair. 

The Rev. John Maclean, D. D., 
of Princeton, N. J., opened the 
meeting with prayer. 

The Hon. Henry -Clay then de- 
livered an address appropriate to the 
occasion. 

The Secretary, Rev. W. McLain, 
presented, the annual Report, and 
read extracts therefrom. Alter which 
it was referred to the Board of Di- 
rectors. , 

Addresses were then delivered by 
Robert. G. Scott, Esq., of Richmond, 
Va., Rev. Geo. W. Bethune, D. D., 
of Brooklyn, N. Y., and by the Rev. 
R. R. Gurley, of this city. 

After which it was resolved that 



the Society adjourn to meet in 
the Colonization Rooms to-morrow 
morning at 9^ o'clock for the election 
of officers. 
Adjourned. 

January 16. 

The American Colonization So- 
ciety met at 9^ o'clock, pursuant to 
adjournment. 

The Hon. Daniel Breck, of Ken- 
tucky, was called to the chair in the 
absence of the President. 

The minutes of the last meeting 
were read. 

The Hon. Henry Clay was 
elected President of ihe Society. 

The following persons were elec- 
ted Vice Presidents : 

1. General John H. Cocke, of Virginia. 

2. Daniel Webster, of Massachusetts. 

3. Charles F. Mercer, of Florida. 

4. Rev. Jeremiah Day, D. D., of Conr- 

5. Theodore Frelinghuysen, of N. Y. 
G. Louis McLune, of Baltimore. 

7. Moses Allen, of New York. 

8. General W. Jones, of Washington. 

9. Joseph Giles, of Washington. 
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10. Right Rev. Wm , Meade, D. D. , Bishop 

of Virginia. 
IT. John McDonogh, of Louisiana. 

12. Rev. James 0. Andrews, Bishop of the 

Methodist Episcopal Church. 

13. William Maxwell, of Virginia. 

14. Elisha Whittlesey, of Ohio. 

15. Walter Lowrie, of New York. 

16. Jacob Burnet, of Ohio. 

17. Dr. Stephen Duncan, of Mississippi. 

18. William C. Rives, of Virginia. 

19. Rev. J. Laurie, D. D., of Wa jhington. 
520. Rev. Wm. Winans, of Mississippi. 

21. James Boorman, of New York. 

22. Henry A . Foster, of New York. 

23. Dr. John Ker, of Mississippi. 

24. Robert Campbell, of Georgia. 

25. Peter D. Vroom, of New Jersey. 

26. James Garland, of Virginia. 

27. Right Hon. Lord Bexley, of London. 

28. Willard Hall, of Delaware. 

29. Right Rev. Bishop Otey, of Tenn. 

30. Gerard Ralston, of London. 

31. Rev. Courtland Van Rensselaer, N. J. 

32. Dr. Hodgkin, of London. 

33. Rev. E. Burgess, D. D., of Mass. 

34. Thos. R. Hazard, of R. I. 

35. Dr. Thomas Massie, of Virginia. 

3G. Major Gen. Winfield Scott, of Wash- , 
ington. j 
37. Rev. A. Alexander, D. D., of N. J. j 
33. L. Q,. C. Elmer, of New Jersey. ; 

39. James Railey. of Mississippi. j 

40. Rev.Geo.W\Bethune,D.D.,ofPhila. I 



41. Rev. C. C. Cuyler, D. D., of Phila. 

42. Elliot Cresson, of Philadelphia. 

43. Anson G. Phelps, of New York. 

44. Rev. Leonard Woods, D. D., of Mas- 

sachusetts. 
45- Jonathan Hide, of Maine. 

46. Rev. Beverly Waugh, Bishop of the 

M. E. Church. Baltimore, 

47. Rev. Dr. W. B. Johnson, S. C. 

48. Moses Sheppard, Baltimore. 

49. Bishop Mcllvain, of Ohio. 

50. Rev. Dr. Edgar, Nashville, Tenn. 

51. Rev. P. Lindsley, D. D., of Tenn. 

52. Hon. J. R. Underwood, of Kentucky. 

53. Rev. J. J. Janeway, D. D.„ of N. J. 

54. H. L. Lumpkin, Esq., Athens, Geo, 

55. James Lennox, of New York. 

56. Bishop Soule, D. D., of Tennessee. 

57. Prof.T. C. Uplmm.of Maine. 

58. Hon. Thomas Corwin, of Ohio. 

59. Hon. Thos. W. Williams, of Conn. 

60. Hon. Simon Greenleaf, of Mnss. 

61. Rev. John Early, D. D,, of Virginia. 

62. Rev. Lovick Pierce, of Georgia. 

63. Ron. R. J. Walker, of Mississippi. 

64. Samuel Gumey, England. 

65. Charles McMicken, Esq., Cincinnati, 

Ohio. 

66. John Bell, M. D., Philadelphia, Pa. 
After which the Society adjourned 

to meet on the third Tuesday of Jan- 
uary, 1851, ai 7 o'clock. 
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Hon. J. Whitcprnb, > Indiana S. 

Hon. E. W. McGaughey, ) Col. Society. 

Robert G. Scott, Esq., ) Virginia S. 
Rev. Philip Slaughter, $ Col. Society. 

Anson G. Phelps, Esq., 
Moses Allen, Esq., 
Rev. G. W. Bethune, D. D., 



The hour of 12 o'clock, to which 
the Board of Directors of the Ameri- 
can Colonization Society stands ad- 
journed, having arrived, and there ( Francis Hall, Esq., 
J , . . s . j Rev. G. Spring, D. D., 

not being a quorum present, it was 

resolved that we adjourn to 9| 
o'clock to-morrow morning. 

January 16. 

The Board met according to ad- 
journment. 

Certificates of the appointment of 
the following delegates to the Board 
of Directors were handed in : — 



New York 
' Col. Society. 



Dr. D. M. Reese, 
Rev. J. Knox, 
Rev. J. B. Pinney, 

Hon, L. Q,. C. Elmer, ) N - 
Rev. John Maclean, D. D., \ Jerse/ * 

Hon. Mr. Underwood, } 
Hon. H. Marshall, \ Kentucky. 

Hon. Daniel Breck, ) 

Rev. W. D. Shumate, Missouri. 

Rev. J. Tracy, Massachusetts. 

Rev. W. McLain, Life Director. 

The Hon. Daniel Breck, was 
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called to the chair, and the Rcv.j 
Joseph Tracy, was chosen Secre- 
tary of the Board. 

The minutes of the last annual 
meeting of the Board were read by 
the Secretary of the Society. 

The report of the executive com- 
mittee to the Board was read by the 
Secretary of the Society, and or- 
dered to be referred to a special 
committee. Messrs. Pinncy and 
Tracy were appointed. 

The Annual Report was referred 
to the same committee. 

Messrs. Phelps and Maclean were 
appointed a committee to examine 
the Treasurer's accounts. 

The officers for the last year were 
re-alected, and were as follows : 

Rev. William McLain, Secretary 
and Treasurer — Matthew Stc Clair 
Clarke, H. Lindsly, Elisha Whittle- 
sey, Jos, H. Bradley, A. 0. Dayton, 
J. S. Bacon, and William Gunton, 
Executive Committee. 

On motion of Rev. J. B. Pinney, 

Resolved, That the subject of a periodi- 
cal, or the establishment of a newspaper by 
this society, be referred to a committee of 
two. 

Messrs. Bethune and Slaughter 
were appointed. 

The following paper was submit- 
ted, and referred to a committee con- 
sisting of Messrs. Maclean, Phelps, 

and Tracy. 

The Board of Managers of the Massa- 
chusetts Colonization Society, in obedience 
to a vote of the Society, passed at its last 
annual meeting, have appointed a commit- 
tee to report on the formation of a Bcsrd 
of Trustees for a fund for collegiate educa-' 
tton in Liberia. The committee still have 



the subject in charge ; and the prospect is, 
that they will beuble to select a small Board 
of gentlemen who will consent to serve, and 
who will entirely command public confi- 
dence, and that some amount of funds will 
be given. 

The Board and its Committee are per- 
fectly aware that it is impossible imiueuiiiieSy 
to establish in Liberia an institution which 
would deserve the name of a college in this 
country; but they are fully persuaded that 
the work ought to be done as soon as prac- 
ticable, and that the necessary preparatory 
measures ought not to be deferred. 

In this stage of the business, the Board 
requests such notice from the parent So- 
ciety as may best promote this important 
object. . 

By order of the Executive Committee, 

JOSEPH TRACY, 

Secretary. 

Adjourned to meet at 5 P. M. 



Wednesday, 5 P. M. — met accord- 
ing to adjournment. 

The committee on the Treasurer's 
account reported, that they had ex- 
amined the same and found it correct 
and satisfactory. The report was 
accepted. 

A letter having been received from 
the Rev. R. R. Gurley, who has late- 
ly been in Liberia in the employ- 
ment of the U. S. Government, of- 
fering to communicate any informa- 
tion in his power concerning the 
condition of that Republic;/ — it was 
voted, that he be invited to meet 
us for that purpose to morrow at 
half past nine o'clock, A. M. 

The committee on the Report of 
the Executive Committee to the 
Board, reported in part. Their re- 
port was recommitted for comple- 
tion. 

The committee on the publication 
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A new Paper contemplated — Committee appointed tliureon. 



of a periodical presented their Re- 
port, which is as follows : — 

The committee to which was re- 
ferred the subject of a newspaper 
beg leave respectfully to report ; 

That it seems on many accounts desirable 
that the Society should have some cheap 
and ready medium of .communicating intel- 
ligence respecting the cause throughout the 
country ; and it. is in accordance with the 
judgment, of other benevolent societies that 
su;:h a publication is an, on g the best, if not 
the best agency for increasing the funds as 
well as the influence of the enterprise. 

Your committee therefore recommend the 
establishment of such a paper, that is to say, 
a newspaper of the size of the American 
Messenger, to be issued once a month, in 
the city of Washington. 

It appears from estimates placed before 
your committee, that 25,000. copies of such 
a paper can be published at less than a cost 
of $4,1)00 per annum, exclusive of the sala- 
ry to the editors. 

Should the Board adopt the recommenda- 
tion to establish the said paper, your com- 
mittee would recommend a discontinuance 
of the African Repository, and suggest that 
if it is thought desirable, such subscri- 



pt ire, the Rev, Dr. Bethune was 
called to the chair. 

The same committee reported, 
that the annual Report be referred to 
the Executive Committee for publi- 
cation ; which was ordered. 

The Committee to whom was re- 
ferred the communication from the 
Executive Committee of the Mas- 
sachusetts Colonization Society, res- 
pectfully submit the. following reso- 
lutions for the consideration of the 
Board — and recommend its adop- 
tion. 

Reaolvel, That this B'>ard have learned 
with much pleasure, that the subject of es- 
tablishing a College in Liberia, has engaged 
the attention of the managers of the Mas- 
sachusetts Colonization Society and to the 
utmost of their ability, this Board will co- 
operate in so important an enterprise : — yet 
they deem it expedient to leave this matter 
to be mitiu'iil >yt!i3ir fne/iis ia M issuhu- 
setts, who have already taken it in ha rJ. 
... Resolved, That the legacy bequeathe.! 
by the late Mr; Stanton of Illinois, and to 
be expended in promoting the cause of edu- 



bers as prefer, may have the paper in a i cation in Liberia, be invested as soon as re- 



quarto form. 

Tiie committee do not extend their report, 
as the details of the business arrangements 
connected with the establishment of such a 



i ceived ; and that this legacy be sicredly 
i kept as a part of a permanent fund for the 
! endowment of a College in Liberia, provid- 
ed that the provisions of the Will, will ad- 



puper, must necessarily be made subjects ofljmit of this being done 



discussion by the Board and their Execu- 
tive Committee. 
All which is respectfully submitted. 

GEO. W. BETHUNE, 
PHILIP SLAUGHTER. 

Adjourned to half past nine o'clock 
to-morrow. 

January, 17. 

The Board met accordino- to ad- 
journment. 

The Rev. R. R. Gurley was pre- 
sent, according to invitation given 
yesterday, and communicated infor- 
mation concerning Liberia, after 
which, it was 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Board 
be presented to the Rev. Mr. Gurley, for 
the interesting and important information 
with which he has favored us. 

The; chairman being obliged to 



JOHN MACLEAN, Chairman. 

The report was accepted, and the 
resolutions were adopted. 

The report on Periodicals was ta- 
ken up — ifter discussion, it w;is 

Resolved, That a committee of three be 
appointed, with full powers to carry into ef- 
fect, should they deem it expedient, the 
principles of the above renort. Rev. Drs. 
Bethune, Maclean and Mr. Phelps, were 
appointed as said Committee. 

The minutes were read and ac- 
cepted. 

Voted, that when this Board ad- 
journs, it be to meet on the third 
Tuesday of January, 1851, at 1:3 
o'clock, M. 

Voted that this Board now adjourn. 
The meeting was closed with prayer 
by the Rev. Dr. Bethune. 

DANIEL BRECK, Chair'n. 
JOSEPH TRACY, Clerk, 



Or. 
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From 1st January, ]849, lo 1st January, 1S50. 



Cr, 



To Balances due the Society per last report, 
Receipts from the following sources, to wit: 
Donations, - 
Colonial Store, - 
Colony of Liberia, - 
Legacies, - 
Emigrants, - 
African Repository, - 
Other sources, - 
Profit and loss, - 

Total receipts, - 
Balances due by the Society, 



$6,907 30 

30,880 99 
1,816 61 
105 00 
1,746 31 
5,585 60 
2,013 48 
1,033 29 
244 26 



$50,332 84 
12,707 37 



$63,040 21 



By Balances due by the Society per last report, 
Payments for the following objects, to win : 

Passage of emigrants, charters of ves- 
sels, provisions, &c, 

Salaries of the Colonial Physician, and 
his assistants, - 

Paper for the African Repository, and 
printing, - - - - 

Salary of the Secretary of the Am. Col. 
Soc, rent of office, clerk hire, &c, - 

Compensation to agents, and other ex- 
penses in collecting funds, - 

Contingent expenses, - 

Profit and loss, - 

Total expenditures, 
Balances due the Society, 



Colonization Rooms, Washington City, January 1st, 1850. 



$S,746 39 

33,909 81 

1,754 49 

3,385 69 

2,601 61 

3,847 65 
472 14 
1,025 27 



$55,743 05 
7,297 16 
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$63,040 21 ! 



NOAH FLETCHER, Book-Keeper. 



The Committee to whom was referred the Treasurer's Account, beg leave to report — That they have carefully examined 
the same, and compared it with the vouchers, and hud the above statement correct and satisfactory. 



> < 



ANSON G. PHELPS, > - ... 
JOHN MACLEAN, \ manors. 
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Mr. Clay's Address — Report of. 



Mr. Clay said : — 

I have been requested by gentlemen of 
the Society, and others, who are in attend- 
ance, to express the wish of the congrega- 
tion, by whose kindness we are enabled to 
occupy, this evening, this house, that there 
will not be on this occasion, any manifesta- 
tion of public applause, which seems to be 
inconsistent with the place as well as with 
the feelings of the Society. * * 

I take occasion to say I meet you, fel- 
low members of the Colonization Society, 
with very great satisfaction. It is our an- 
nual assemblnge, it is the thirty-third year 
of our existence as a Society. We com- 
menced with the declared purpose of con- 
fining our exertions to the colonization of the 
free people of color of the United States, 
with their own consent. To that great 
principle, and to that restriction of our ex- 
ertion, we have constantly and faithfully 
adhered. During the existence of the So- 
ciety we have met with every species of dif- 
ficulty and obstruciion. We have been in 
the attitude of a person standing between 
two fires, the ultraism of the North, and 
the ultraism of the South. The great 
masses, however, gentlemen of the Society, 
in both of these sections are, I believe, im- 
partial. The enlightened masses have been 
with us, and we meet upon this occasion, 
under circumstances of peculiar encourage- 
ment, whether we look to Africa, or at 
home within our own country. 

In glancing over Africa, we behold there 
the most gratifying results of the persever- 
ance of the Society. Under the blessing of 
an All-wise Providence, we have brought 
into existence a State — a Commonwealth — 
a people self-governed, and that of a race 
which many have supposed were truly in- 
capable of self-government : for, I under- 
stand, that there is not a solitary white man 
concerned in the administration of the gov- 
ernment of Liberia. It is all their own 
work, and shows discretion, judgment and 
good sense. Indeed, the State papers which 
I have seen from that infant Common wealth, 
would do credit to the more ancient States 
of our own Confederacy. They possess 
stability, order, law, and the means of edu- 
cation, and a devotion to that God, who has 
blessed them and us, in the noble enterprise 
in which we have been engaged. If we 
look at home, fellow-citizens, we shall find 
great cause for gratification and satisfaction. 
Every where I "think opposition to the So- 
ciety, and to its progress and success, has 
greatly abated. 

Public opinion is becoming more and 



^ more sound every day in regard to the so- 
lution of the great problem which the So- 
ciety has presented, of the practicability of 
the redemption of Africa from barbarity, 
and the transportation from our own coun- 
try of an unhappy race, which it is impos- 
sible to amalgamate with the larger portion 
of the people of this country. It is no 
longer a debateable question, whether colo- 
nies can be successfully planted upon the 
shores of Africa. It is no longer a debate- 
able question whether it is practicable, with 
the application of adequate and sufficient 
means, to transport, from time to time, free 
colored persons of the United States, those 
now free, with their issue,and those who may 
become free by the acts of their owners, who 
may hereafter think proper to emancipate 
them. These are causes, fellow-citizens, of 
satisfaction with our past exertions, and of 
stimulus to our future efforts. I have, how- 
ever, risen upon this occasion not to make a 
speech. I have made these remarks merely as 
introductory to the proceedings of the Socie- 
ty. The Secretary will presently proceed to 
read the report of the transactions of the So- 
ciety during the past year, and the present 
condition of the republic of Liberia — the inde- 
pendent republic of Liberia — the acknow- 
ledged republic of Liberia — acknowledged 
(and that is saying a great deal,) by two or 
three of the greatest powers on earth. 

From that report you will learn what has 
been done during the past year. You will 
learn, among other things, that there have 
been far less settlers transported to the Colo- 
nies of Africa than we could have desired ; 
yet there has been an encouraging number 
— a number great for our means — and if the 
funds of the Society had been more ade> 
quate there would have been a larger num- 
ber. We learn that, during the current 
year, a large number of applicants, amount- 
ing to six or seven hundred, are already 
registered, desiring to be transported to 
Africa; and when that public opinion, to 
which I have adverted, shall ripen into a 
settled conviction of the benefits that will 
flow to both quarters of the world, Africa 
and America, and the prosecution with 
vigour and energy of the great cause of 
Colonization, that report will show us that 
there has been formed a system of liberal 
education by public authority, and thus ulti- 
mately the efforts of the society may be car- 
ried to an extent corresponding with their 
wishes, and the goodness of the cause in 
which they are embarked. 

The Secretary will proceed, gentlemen, to 
read to you the reports of the transactions 
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of the Society during 1 the past year, and 
after that other gentlemen will follow, in 
proposing various ways and means, making 
their propositions worthy of your notice, I 
am sure, by the eloquence which will be J 
employed in recommending them for your 
adoption. 

The annual report was read by the Rev. 
Mr. McLean, secretary of the Society. 

Rout: G. Scott, Esq., of Va., said, — 
Mr. President, — In seconding the motion 
to accept the report and refer it to the Man- 
agers to be printed, I beg leave to submit to 
you, sir, one of th'i fathers of this noble 
and most philanthropic undertaking, who 
for thirty odd years has stood by, through 
good and evil report, (and we find you here 
to-night again to counsel and aid us in this 
jreat work,) and give some considerations 
;n favor of this most admirable undertaking. 
Fifty years ago, from this city went up the 
voice of one of the best and greatest men 
our Union has ever produced, in favor of 
this, now, I will venture to say, proved ad- 
mirable undertaking — blessing the white 
man and the black. From the pen of the 
President of the United Suites, Thomas 
Jefferson, first was traced the suggestion, 
;hat Africa should become the home of the 
nvihzed black man. The State from whence 
I came, sir, and by whose authority I am 
here to-night, in the year 1800, through her 
legislature, directed their then governor of 
the State (Mr. Monroe,) to apply to Mr. 
Jefferson, who was then the President of 
these United States, to take action, to carry 
out that which, this Society, like the grain 
of mustard seed, sown but yesterday, and 
now grown to be a mighty tree, has accom- 
plished by its own unaided public — com- 
paratively public — unaided assistance. 

The subject came up, and from time to 
time was one of great and constant consider- 
ation for the legislature of Virginia, and in 
1804, the mind of the President still being 
fixed upon accomplishing this great end, 
he addressed a communication to Governor 
Page of Virginia, in which he brought the 
subject up again and pressed it upon him for 
action; and it was there had. No final step 
was taken from that period until 1816. The 
public mind had nol been prepared for ac- 
tion. It was a great undertaking, for not 
only those living then, but which was to 
eo down to our children, and our children's 
children to the remotest generation who 
shall come after us. You are to direct the 
public mind. The subject requires consid- 
eration aivd deep deliberation ; that was had 
in some degree in 1816, and then for the 
first time was this society organized. Thirty- 



three years have passed by since we were 
first brought together in this great work. 
What do we mean to accomplish by the 
undertaking? By what means, I pray you 
Mr. President, do we mean to act? We 
come together to restrain no one, we come 
together not by the authority of the law, 
but by the impulses and dictates of our own 
hearts, actuated by our best judgments. We 
go to the hut of the black man, we tell him 
this is no place for you or yours, we offer 
him another home from whence his fathers 
came ; we appeal to every passion that ran 
operate upon the human mind and human 
judgment of a proper character ; we present 
to him a bright and beautiful future, and 
offer him a home for all time to come ; we 
ask not the iron hand of the law to drive 
him from the land of his nativity, and sepa- 
rate him from the ties that bind him to his 
kindred. No, sir, no, wc rise above that ; 
we go and teach him — appeal to his judg- 
ment, his heart and his interest, and say, if 
we can get him with us we are content. We 
touch not the rights of property, Mr. Pre- 
sident ; we leave that to the fanatics of the 
North ; we have enemies North and South. 
No, no, Mr. President, I did not wish to 
utter the term enemy; I cannot believe that 
it is in the hearts of men, just, honest and 
fair men — men of stable judgment, who 
have a single particle of principle, to har- 
bor in their breasts the feeling of enmity to 
this Society. No. sir, I cannot believe it. 
j can understand how he may be an op- 
ponent of it. I have used too harsh an ex- 
pression ; there can never be a man an ene- 
my to such a noble undertaking as this; he 
{ may be the opponent, but he can never be 
the enemy — in the sense of the term enemy. 
I say we touch not the rights of property ; 
we interfere with the rights of no one ; that 
is not the means by which we operate; but, 
I pray you, Mr. President, upon whom are 
we acting ? The black man — the free black 
man ; the man upon whom He that has 
made us all, placed the mark of separation 
from us ; who socially and politically can 
never mingle with the white man as his 
equal in the same land. There must be su- 
periority to the one caste or the other, 
among us. If we release him from the con- 
dition of servitude, he is yet a slave ; he 
must carry with him the titles to his free- 
dom ; he passes from village to village, from 
county to county, and possibly from State 
to State. But he must, always Garry the 
evidences of his right to his freedom in his 
possession, subject at any moment, with us 
at least, Mr. President, with us at the South, 
to be taken up and put in prison ; lie must 
produce the evidence, and also the seal of 
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that court in which that evidence is re- 
corded. It is no reproach, none under the 
sun, upon the people of the South, where 
this is exacted ; it is stern necessity ; pru- 
dence and safety demand it at their hands, 
and such is the legislation there. Nomi- 
nally he is ;i freeman, hut look at him- 
what condition>do you find him useful. I 
speak of this people as a class, Mr. Presi- 
dent ; there are single exceptions to that ; 1 
speak of them as a class, and I appeal to you, 
with your knowledge, and to all who are 
within the sound of my voice, that come 



ber had swelled up to the immense number 
oi 238,000. In twenty years, it had more 
than doubled ; it had added to its number 
! 130,000 people in these United States, In 
j that number it is true, there were 1U,0UJ 
! emancipated by a single law of the Statu o' 
m N. York. Take them both, and look at the 
increase from emancipation, and die nutur- 
| al increase, and you find the addition 
j amounts to 128,000. This has more than 
j doubled in twenty years. Mr. Presides, 
i now sir, how stands the number at the mc- 
| ment I address you? We cannot exactly 



from a slave-holding State. How often it i tell; but in the year 1840, we had within the 



is you find a sprightly, industrious and cor- 
rect slave, whose kind and benevolent mas- 
ter has emancipated and set free, and who 



I limits of the United States, 3fc6,000. The 
i free black people are growing and increat- 
ing upon us. Virginia, who in the year 



has become, thereafter, a worthless, idle and ji 1830, had 49,000 free blacks, the number 
drunken vagabond — a burden upon the pub- 1; in that state has swelled up to 55,000. The 
lie in our cities. How often is it, and why, 1 j; new state of Ohio, that bright and niijhiv 
pray you, is this? the answer is to be given !. State of the West, has within her borders, 
by every intelligent man ; there is no bright ji 30,000 free blacks. These are the material's 
prospect, there is no clear sunshine of the | upon which we are to act. li is to remove 
present day, and there is no hope for the j them and their descendants, from the Un,- 
future. j; ted States. Fold your arms, Mr. Preside) n, 

Every stimulant to virtuous action, every }> take no movement upon the subject — let the 
motive to industrious habit is taken away. ! : mischief grow, and you have got nearly a. 
He lives, as the moving creature upon the j; quarter of a million of free blacks, 
face of the earth, lives also, for mere animal ji Ten years hence, you will have a 100,000 
indulgence, and this must forever be the added to it — and the number will go en und 
condition of the free black man in this coun- jj increase — twenty or thirty years irom tins 
try, as long as the white man is the master jj time, you may count one million of free 
and gives law to this country. — The profes- (j blacks in these United States — but if we 



sions are closed to him — the pursuits of a 
mercantile character are equally shut out 
from him ; he remains to perform the most 
humble duties, and under circumstances, 
constantly humiliating to every spirit of 
pride, ambition or elevation : such are the 
subjects, upon which we propose to act. 
Take him away, and by and by, it will be 



j now act, and it' this action be one from the 
j .North, to the South, from the East to the 
■ West ; you have to remove about eleven 
i thousand of these people every year: Uiat 
j is about the number of the natural increase 
; of them. I assume the sum of a hundred 
j dollars, to meet the entire expenses of re- 
moving from the United States to Africa 



our duty to draw a different picture, when ' one of these free blacks and taking care o; 



he shall have landed upon the coast of Afri 
ca and become there a man, with all the 



him for six mpnths. Mr. Secretary, am I 
j not right ? (The Secretary rej ilied that fifty 



rights of a freeman, and in the enjoyment !: dollars would do it.) I have doubled the 
of them. Mr. President, it is subjects of !; sum, I take one hundred dollars, that is 



this character, upon whom we propose to 
act. I have endeavored to depict the man- 
ner in which our efforts are to; be directed. 
Is the scheme feasible: Is it practicable to 
remove from the limits of these United 



§1,100,000 it will cost the country. It wiii 
take- 1,100,000 dollars to keep one of v vour 
regiments in service during the year, a com- 
mand of some six or seven hundred men. 
will cost you 1,100,000 dollars. I put it to 



States, all the free black population within li you, sir, and 1 ask each one of those who 



a reasonable time? I say a reasonable time, 
for this is not the work of a day, it is the 
work of years ; and when the act of con- 
summation comes, it blesses the black man 
and it leaves a blessing behind for the white 
man. In the year 1800, at the moment 
when the movement was first heard in Vir- 
ginia, the free black population of the Uni- 
ted,) Stales was one hundred and eight thous- 
and. In 1820, when the first emigrant 
crossed the Atlantic ocean, and took his 



: near me, from which the greatest benefit is 
j to How ; whether to appropriate 1, 100,000 
! dollars to keep a regiment m service or to 
! take your 1,100,000 dollars to send 11,000 
of an humble, degraded and unfortunate 
people to the shores of Africa. Where is 
this u> come from? I have never seen yet, 
Mr. President, in any very great underta- 
king in this country, when the appeal was 
j made directly to the American people, ,, but 
' it has been responded to ; they have been 



place upon the shores of Afi i<:a, that num- ji ready to give it help and support. I will 
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take the state of Ohio, and I will take the 
s:ate of Virginia. For twenty years has 
she conic up, and given ten thousand dollars 
a year, until she has contributed one fourth 
fit" the sum eryp ended by f lie Colonization 
Sicictv in this great cause; she has not 
given it grudgingly. In twenty years, she 
has given L'00,000 dollars : now, sir. take 
one tenth part of this amount and divide 
it between these two states, making them 
give one filth of the whole amount. You 
have provision to send away one fifth of the 
natural increase of the free blacks. Mr. 
President, if it has been found, that this 
thing is practicable, why should it not be 



' made 150 miles of slave coast ; coast upon 
! which the slave trade is still carried on ; this 
; is the estimate I have made ; it is a rough 
;wiiieinen, better informed than 



thine 



Virginia has heretofore made an ap- 
propriation upon the subject: a large and 
very "liberal one. Mr. President, the ques- 
tion may be asked, what will Virginia 
do: I answer, that during this winter, an 
appropriation will be made, and in a 
form, in which it will go with efficiency, 
throughout the borders of the common- 
wealth. I speak with some confidence up- 
on the subjec'. : men who have been bitter 
opponents of it, s.iid, we have only hesitat- 
ed and doubted, because we did not believe 
the thing to he practicable, and if you could 
get ihc free black men, to co-operate with 
us, the resources could not be had to re- 
move them : they admit their error, and ad- 
mitting, say they are prepared to vote the 
money. "Well now, Mr. President, under 
F ich circumstances, there being 55,(100 free 
lugrocs in Virginia, there can be removed 
15,030 of them yearly, and soon we may be 
rid of this incubus. 

How has it been proved to be practica- 
ble: by the establishment of a colony upon 
the coast of Africa, you have taken hence 
£,000 emigrants. You have located them up- 
on the western coast of Africa. We were told 
this was one of the most Quixotic under- j 
tnkings in which men have ever embarked, j 
^ », s r, men have gone abroad, men have I 
gone abroad to my personal knowledge. I ij 
speak now upon my personal k-'unvledgc ; ; : 
men have gone to the black man, and said j; 
we were attempting to take his home away : ii 



one. 



Ullt 



myself, well know they have a coast of 700 
miles settled by the emigrants from the U. 
States, through the instrumentality of th'3 
unaided Society. You have got, Mr. Pre- 
sident, you have got more still ; you have 
penetrated the country, and^l rought under 
the government of this Republic, eighty odd 
j thousand of the natives of the country, who 
submit to its authority ; you have suppress- 
ed the slave trade tor 700 miles upon this 
coast; you have built up towns, you have, 
erected churches, you have put the school 
master among them ; farms have been open- 
ed, and you have got all the marks of dis- 
tinction of a, well settled, civilized and in- 
telligent people. I say you have done it; be- 
cause here began the work ; the black men 
have been the agents of the society. Sir, you 
have done more than all this ; 'this is'but 
the portico to the temple you have erected. 
| Through the instrumentality of the Society, 
i and by its agency, the National Legislature 
have passed a law, upon its application and 
by its petition, denouncing the slave trade 
to be piracy, and hang the creature, who 
should bs engaged in" it. This has been 
done by the Society ; it was the instrument, 
the moving insrumenf, to work out that end, 
i a ad yet, M.r. President, old England, 
j mighty England, with all her enterprise, 
i age and experience, with all her .-t.-.ii smen, 
| she has spent $150,000,000 in attempting to 
I colonize the black man, but she has failed ; 
\ she has failed in the West Indies ; she haa 
failed in her attempts at Sierra Leone, 
which she. abandons : and tell me, sir. why 
it is, that you with a Handful of men, in this 
young Republic, have thus risen above her. 
But the other day, Mr. President, she has 
acknowledged upon this subject, your supe- 
riority by acknowledging ths independence 
of the young, lovely, and .beautiful Repub- 
lic of Liberia, Why is it ? She worked in 
her colonization schemes and continues so 
far as I know, in her scheme in the West In- 



they have said to hiin," when they have ta- jj dies by the soldier and the bayonet. Hers 
ke.i you away or placed you upon the coast i! is to be accomplished by the bayonet, she 



of Africa, you are to be a slave, you are 
freeman here, you are to be made a slave 
there. We have received opposition of that 
s »rt ; in their opinion it may be a conscien- 
tious, but it was a mistaken course, on 
the part of those, who have thus persuaded 
the free black man ; but you have proved 
the practicability of this scheme by the es- 
tablishment of your colony ; and you have 
added thereto 700 miles of const. ' But my 
estimate is a rough one. When I have 



uses the white man as one of the instru- 
ments of carrying out her system of coloni- 
zation. We have learned wisdom from 
jj her failure and experience. — You work 
j! not by the troops, not by the armed vessels, 
j! not by the bayonet or the : soldier ; you 
jj work by the moral appeal, by reason,' by 
j acts of justice, recognized by our forefathers, 
j by an appeal to the intelligence, of th'^eup- 
j on whom you act ; but Mr. President, you 
act always through the main instiiumentali- 
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ty of 



the black man. 
your churches, 



i if 



Yon v/ork oy 
your school houses, 
your work shops, your plough-shares, 
and you carry out your scheme of coloni- 
zation by putting the black man there ; 
making him take the front rank. But the 
other clay, comparatively, Mr. President, 
this Republic was an infant. With more 
than a lather's care, wi'th the care of a kind 
mother, you have taken the infant, the in- 
stant it could stride a step, and led him on, 
continuing to aid and assist him, until he 
has acquired the sinew and power of a man, 
and then put him off to take care of him- 
self. That is the condition of the Republic 
of Liberia. Yes, sir, it is the noble effect 
of your labor for thirty odd years ; it wa«. 
the' labor of centuries. You have taught 
these men the art of self-government, and 
they have not only an organized-government, 
but one of the very best that can ever be 
devised. I am very particular to announce 
{hat there is a feature in that government, 
that marks it as one of the highest degree 
of wisdom. It forbids a white man a sin- 
gle foot of soil in Liberia, as 1 would forbid 
the black man a single foot of soil in the 
United States. They have taken care to 
follow the command of Him who com- 
mands all things ; the white man and the 
black man can never sit down as equals. 
We should publish to the world, and pro- 
claim it one of the wisest and best acta. I 
would publish this truth in the ear of fa- 
natics — it will not do ro keep the white ma.i 
«nd the free black man together ; they may 
have, the semblance of freedom, but the su- 
periority will make one the slave of the 
other. Mr. President, such is the work, 
and such is the condition in which we find 
it — shall we go on ? why not? If it were to 
be begun to-day, I would say begin it ; bet 
with these cheering prospects before us, if 
it is a work of more than a century, we 
have good ground to believe, that century 
after century blessings will only increase, in- 
crease, INCREASE, as we grow older, 
and understand these matters better. Mr. 
President, a very good and a very wise 
man said, that, although he believed that 
he would die to-morrow, he would plant a 
tree to-day — he lived not for himself, he did 
not exist for the moment, he looked for- 
ward to the future ; and looking to that fu- 
ture, if we take up this matter, and calcu- 
late it according to dollars and cents, what 
have we not for the future ? seven hundred 
miles of sea coast, and territory sufficient to 
accommodate all the black population of 
these United States, and country capable 
of raising all the leading and great products 
of the tropical climates, cotton, corn, rice, 



sugar and coffee, in the hands of a frogd, 
active, industrious people. It tells us iliat 
hereafter it is to become infinitely broader 
than at present. We may hereafter see the 
commerce of this growing and great people 
upon the west coast of Africa, exercising 
the moat beneficial influence upon our own 
commerce ; taking away from us our spare 
manufactures, and our spare productions ; 
we, taking in return what they can furnish 
us. I pass over the gold dust which is 
found there, but which we are said to get, 
and abundance, in California; so far 1 have 
seen very little, myself; I pass all these 
matters by, I look to the great essentials in 
this matter, and put the question to you, if 
we want to make this a question of dollars 
and cents, what infinite benefits we may 
count upon in the future. 

This has one other feature in it ; the 
brightest, and possibly the most beautiful of 
the whole. It carries back to the land of 
their fathers the descendants of those, who 
have been brought away and doomed to 
slavery, it checks, if not ultimately destroys, 
the slave trade, by the laws of this nation 
declared to be piracy in those indulging in 
it. Cover this coast with such a popula- 
tion as that, fill it with people such as you 
have sent there, and you need ask no treaty 
with England, France, or any other nation, 
to put d'Avn the slave trade. Now you 
need not spread a yard of canvass of any 
one of the armed ships of these United 
States, filled up with such a population as 
that, and occupying such a position as that 
in which you have placed the free black 
man ; you have erected a Republic ; you 
have put an end to the slave trade by these 
great blessings — in the accomplishment of 
this great design. Why shall not we go 
oh ? Those who are here will help us in 
this great work. 1 It is owing to them, but 
more especially to you, sir, from whom we 
have received the cheering invitation to go 
on. We will go on with you, and help 
you in this great work as best we can^ 



The Report was accepted, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

The Rev. George W. Bethune, 
D. D., then offered the following re- 
solution: 

Resolved, That gratitude is due to Al- 
mighty God for his blessing upon our 
cause, and we take courage and go forward 
with redoubled zeal 
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The Rev. Dr. Bkthun'e said : 

I um not in the habit, sir, of making 
apologies when I rise to speak, because I 
think when one sees reason for not speak- 
ing, he should hold his tongue. But it is 
due to myself, sir, to say, that but for the 
public announcement which had been made 
of my name to speak upon this evening, I 
would most heartily desire to leave the dis- 
cussion in the hands of the gentlemen who 
are to follow me, not for want of zeal in the 
cause, or uny unwillingness to lift up my 
feeble voice in its behalf in any place or un- 
der any circumstances, but compelled., air, 
to travel the whole of last night, 1 find my- 
self with a nervous headache, that almost 
blinds me, and deprives me to a certain ex- 
tent of the command of my thoughts and 
my utterance. 

It is true, sir, I have endeavored to sup- 
ply the want of sleep of the last night, with 
sleep this morning, but whoever has tried to 
Hike a morning nap in a Washington hotel 
will know with what success, and especially 
a hotel where the servants are Irish. The 
chatter cf a negro quarter, may be some- 
times annoying to the listener, but, sir, 
it is like the liquid Tuscan in a Roman 
mouth, compared with the vehement Tip- 
perary. 

There is another reason, sir, why I should 
have hesitation in speaking now. I should 
he lacking both in common sense and com- 
mon modesty, did I not feel the difficulty of 
speaking upon a question like this, at a 
time when every thing relating to the black 
race, coming otherwise than from a South- 
ern man, is looked upon with suspicion and 
jealousy, not, sir, that I would hesitate to 
avow my own sentiments: I would never live 
where I may not speak my conscientious 
opinions, but, sir, we are upon, as you have 
very justly said, a common ground here to- 
night, where no advocate of this cause has a 
right to compromise the Society by the ex- 
pression of any individual opinion which 
might clash or in any way seem to be an- 
tagonistic to the opinions of others. I had 
however this consolation, sir, in coming 
here. I knew, sir, if you wjll permit 
me to say, I knew that you would open 
tin's meeting with some remarks. I antici- 
pated that they would be short, but falling 
from a mouth that never uttered a word 
without meaning, and whose one sentence 
is worth in expression and force more than 
a hundred of such as mine. 

I was very sure that principles would be 
advanced and established behind which I 
might venture to speak. I have no more 
fear of the collision of conflicting opinions, 
than I should fear the spray of the oceaA 
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after it had dashed against the adamantine 
rock. It has been well said, sir, by your- 
self and by the.gentleman who has preceded 
me, that this Society has suffered the most 
virulent opposition. It has been most truly 
opposed by the fanatics at the North, and 
the fanatics at die South. I call that man 
a fanatic, sir, who under the influence of a 
perverted conscience, allows malignity to 
take the place of benevolence ; who lets 
himself to abuse without measure his hon- 
est and logical opponent ; and ik not willing 
to listen to reasons upon, the question in 
which all are concerned. I care not where 
that man lives, whether at the North or 
in the South ; East or the West — he is a fii- 
natic, and he is dangerous just in proportion 
as lie seems to himself to be conscientious, 
because his false conscience assumes the as- 
pect, and to a certain extent, the force of 
right and of duty. There is an opposite fa- 
naticism, and the imitation of the fanatic by 
those who have not the excuse, which vents 
itself in loud words and earnest, denuncia- 
tions; that I fear not. The blusterer always 
has been a coward, and is not to be dreaded 
by the wise man. Like the bubble, he 
bursts with his own wind. 

When we began this cause, sir, or at 
least some time after we began it, after it 
gained sufficient strength to provoke the op- 
position of him who moves the hearts of the' 
children of evil, we find that the Society was 
charged with doing absolutely wrong, wrong 
it was said to the cause of the black man, be- 
cause it took away from the South the free 
bfack, instead of premitting him to remain 
like a thorn and a fester in the sides of those 
who were his brethren in* bondage. This 
was charged against it. '" Another was that 
we took away the black man who had been 
born upon our soil, and who, by the ar- 
rangements of Providence, who gave him a 
birth-place here, had as much right to 
rest himself here as you. "We were told 
again it was preposterous to talk of Chris- 
tianizing the continent of Africa, where 
such instruments were to be used, the re- 
fuse, as was said, of the black race of the 
United States. Now, sir, what has been 
the consequence. What have we seen but 
this very remarkable fact, that the same 
people who .have opposed the Society have 
adopted the very measures for which they 
impeach the Society, #s to the taking away 
the black man of the. South ; it is notorious 
that they are doing it in various ways ; it is 
notorious, also, sir, that they have endea- 
vored to establish colonies not exactly with- 
in, thermits of the United States, but through 
their, assistance, and to a certain extent libe- 
ral assistance, within the limits of the Briu 
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ish Possessions on the continent, and in their 
efforts to colonize, have moved the black 
man from the South, of which we were ac- 
cused as a crime ; takm^' him away from 
the soil he had a right to, and moving him 
away to the North, sir, whose frosts are as 
hurtful to his constitution as the heats of the 
South are to those of us who are born in 
the North. Nay, sir — nay, gentlemen, and 
as I see my friends with ready pens by me, 
I beg them to remember that I speak of 
him with respect. I honor him for being 
actuated by the very best intentions, how- 
ever I might differ with him in the manner in 
which he carries them out. I speak of Mr. 
Garret Smith. Would to God his large 
heart was with us still. He himself has 
offered from his acres of wild land in the 
coldest section of the State of New York 
for a Colonization scheme. It seems then, 
sir, that they have acknowledged the truth 
of the'' classic maxim, that 1 < it is lawful to 
learn from an enemy," for they have taken 
the first leaf out of our book. One thing, sir, 
we were told, we were reproached for endea- 
voring to persuade the people of the United 
States that Africa was the proper place for 
the black man ; that this land of Christian 
privileges was the place to which Providence, 
who maketh the wrath of man to praise him, 
had brought him, and here he had remain- 
ed. It has been said that we could not evan- 
gelize Africa through the instrumentality of 
such agents. What have they done, sir? 
Do you not remember the history of the 
negroes of the Amistad ? God in his Provi- 
dence sent them to our shores, and these very 
people they sent back again to Africa. Our 
opponents have patterned after us, and so far 
as they have proceeded their scheme is as 
much like ours as a badly managed scheme 
can be like a good one for the same pur- 
pose. Nowhere, sir, is the demonstration 
of it in the very mouths, in the hands of our 
most virulent opponents at the North in 
favor of our scheme, and sir, no doubt all 
the honest men there among them, will be 
with us still. We were told on the other 
hand at the South, by the fanatics there, it 
was preposterous to think of elevating the 
black man ; God had made him inferior ; 
God intended him for a servant ; it was flat 
flying in the face of Providence, to endeavor 
to make him any thing else, and that he 
never could succeed ; his whole history in 
all the past, from time immemorial, had 
been that of degradation, slavery, ignorance 
and misery. Sir, the history is true ; such 
has been the history of the black man, and 
I consider that amidst all the wonderful 
events of this remarkable century in which 
we live, there is none so remarkable as the 



present condition of the Republic of Libe- 
ria. What has been the history of the 
black man ! Every where it has been that 
of slavery, of degradation, of ignorance 
even in Africa, in his Gwn native land, is 
perfectly notorious to all who know anv 
thing of the subject. He is in the condi- 
tion of a slave who holds his life and all 
that he can call dear to him, at the will of 
his savage despot master ; but, sir, go back 
to that book which Providence after the 
lapse of thousands of years has opened for 
us. We may read the records of his past 
history. 

Go to the monuments of Egypt and you 
will find there the black man a slave — em- 
phatically a slave. I believe you can 
scarcely find an instance in which he ap- 
pears upon these monuments, in which he 
does not bear with him tributes about his 
person, or bearing tribute, in token that the 
people from whom he comes are subject to 
the Pharaohs of Egypt. It is supposed no 
one can make a calculation other than that 
of a supposition. It is supposed, however, 
that over that vast continent there can he 
scattered not less than a hundred and fifty 
millions ; probably when we come to pene- 
trate into its hitherto impenetrable depths 
we shall find them to be one quarter more, 
to judge of the area, and by what w e know 
of certain portions of it very recently ex- 
plored. 

What has Africa been ? I speak not of 
that section of Afiica that was inhabited by 
other races. I cannot go into the romance 
of speaking of Egypt and its people ; its 
kings, its philosophers, and its saints. I 
know very well, sir, every one knows, they 
were under, I speak of that portion of Africa 
inhabited by the black man — the woolly- 
headed African, (laughter,) and wherever 
he [has these characteristics, he is in the 
deepest degradation ; at least so far as ex- 
plored. He has been for thousands and 
thousands of years so, and so far back that 
history tells us no other tale, and that gen- 
tleman who has but recently returned from 
Liberia, that gentleman who knows Libe- 
ria from a long residence, will tell you that 
no" where upon the face of the earth— no 
where in time past or present has there, or 
does there, exist a superstition so base, so 
cruel, so horrid, so revolting, as that which 
reigns over the minds and hearts of the na- 
tive Africans. It is true, sir, that the Afri- 
can always has been degraded ; always 
been oppressed ; always been in ignorance. 
It might be thought, sir, that one who had 
been crushed so long, could never rise, but 
like that giant of old, of whom we read in 
classic fable, upon whom Etna was puti 



ADDRESSES DELIVERED AT THE ANNUAL MEETING. 



23 



Rev. G. \V. n.;tliunc, I). 1).— Address, 



that his breast is so bruised, his limbs so 
paralysed by the long pressure of the super- 
incumbent weight, that he cannot erect him- 
self as a man, and take any place in the 
way of advancement and civilization ; but, 
sir, there is a light brighter than that of rea- 
son : there is a happy spring from a nobler 
source than that of passion ; there is the 
light of religion and the light of promise 
shedding their rays far in the future. — 
What does that religion teach him ? I know 
no one who has common sense will contend 
for the absolute equality of all men in physi- 
cal strength, in intellectual, in ability to ad- 
vance in the career of civilization. No one 
contends for this ; 1 am speaking of those 
fundamental rights every man has or should 
be acknowledged to have. God made the 
black man as well as you or me, and unless 
we give up the Bible, which is the charier 
of our hopes, and the ground of our faith, 
we must believe he came from the same ori- 
ginal pair, and we are brethren — brethren 
by the fiat of the Creator. We cannot di- 
vorce ourselves from this fraternity, .except 
we fling off the devotion of our Father who 
is in Heaven, and when He who spake as 
never man spoke, and who justified his 
sympathy with the poor and the rich, and 
gave himself to the poor when He repeated 
l'rom his divine lips the law of the ancient 
Israelites, and tells us we must love our 
neighbor as ourselves. He told you, sir, 
He toid me, He tells all of us, that wherever 
a human heart beats, wherever a human 
mind glows, wherever a man stands in the 
image of God, there is our neighbor,, -whom 
we are bound to love as ourselves. I care 
not where he is ; whether in China, whether 
in Africa, or whether it be in America. I 
care not who claims rule over him ; he is 
my brother — he is my neighbor; J am 
bound to love him, and God will hold me 
accursed if I do not this. Nay, sir, through 
the teaching of God's Holy Spirit, I am 
taught my sins, and that there is but one 
fountain open for sin and uncleanness. 
When I follow the guiding of that Holy 
Spirit, and it leads me to the foot of that 
cro.ss whence springs that living fountain of 
divine blood shed for the lost, the unworthy 
and the guilty, I find kneeling at the foot 
of that cross, washing himself in that same 
sacred stream, as welcome to my master as 
myself— as readily admitted into the family 
of God as the highest among the children 
of men : I find the black man washed in the 
same blood with me— sanctified by the same 
spirit; adopted by the same God, and made 
heir of the same happy immortality. How 
dare I refuse — how dare I refuse him all the 
strength of Christian sympathy and Chris- 



tian benevolence : I know not how, sir. 
While that Bible lasts I must follow it ; and 
sir, it is upon tUis principle that the Society 
is acting. We «re, as you very justly ob- 
served, united by that simple article of our 
constitution which covers him, and doubtless 
does cover persons of different notions as a 
detail of its working, and gives us a right to 
differ ; makes us sovereigns hi our own 
spheres; while we are united in the great ob- , 
ject; but, sir, I do not go too far, I am sure 
you will not refuse me permission to say, 
doubtless you assent to the proposition, that 
the Colonization Society is the combination 
of the true friends of the colored nice in the 
United States. 1 mean the friends of the 
black man who desire to see him elevated. 
Now, sir, what do we see in the year '93 
and 4? I am not good at dates., sir, but 
somewhere about there the negroes of St. 
Domingo, the whole of the population of 
that island, or the greater part of it, rose hi 
revolt, and have endeavored to establish one 
ever since ; endeavored to form themselves 
into some sort of a government. What 
do we see? Take that monkey empire, 
(laughter,) that has been the world's laugh- 
ing stock ; look at the result of their plans ; 
Faustian the 1st, with his cordon of dukes 
and nobles around him, so that there can 
scarcely be a private man left in his domin- 
ions j (laughter.) There is the result in one 
part. Compare it, sir, with the Liberiau 
Republic. Compare it. with the enlightened , 
free and intellectual exercise of every prin- 
ciple and right that man can claim, mode- 
rated and held from excess by the wisest re- 
straints and the most salutary arrangement. 
Sir,'I do not believe there exists upon the 
face of the earth a government whose con- 
stitution is more liberal — mot'e enlightened, 
or more judicious — having in it, we believe, 
the elements of greater permanence, than the 
Republic of Liberia. It is, sir, the black 
man — it is not the white man ruling over 
him as in Sierra Leone. It is not the white 
man forcing him on as in the British West 
Indies. Nor is it the black man where the 
mixed race is flogging him and chaining; 
him as was done in the beginning of free- 
dom in the West Indies. It is the black' 
man governing himself — governing himself 
according to written statutes ; governing 
himself with an enlightened view of his 
own worth, his own dignity, his relations 
to his fellow man, and his confidence in the 
power and justi^ of God, who loves his 
children — it were impossible to doubt it — 
who loves his children ail alike, and aftke 
vindicates his mercy by the history of that 
race, as well as our own. Now, sir, there 
is the reply that we make to the fanaticism 
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of the South : Look at our Liberia, look at 
it, sir, we challenge investigation. The 
ships of almost every civilized nation have 
touched at its port; emissaries from our 
own country, or rather messengers, have 
gone to examine into the existing state of 
tilings, and if testimony has been unani- 
mous, to any nation, it is that in favor of 
the Republic of Liberia. Nay, sir, it has 
been more than hinted at by the eloquent 
gentleman who has preceded me — Great 
Britain has acknowledged the superiority 
of our scheme over her own. 

Since that, Clarkson, and by implication 
Wilberforce, has been actuated against us. 
These good men were brought into it, 
however, in the feebleness of their expiring 
years, at least Clarkson in his feebleness, to 
record a sentiment in opposition to our 
society. What has been the result' Great 
Britain hi one of her best periodicals, and 
by one of her ablest men, have declared that 
Sierra Leone must be abandoned ; — that it 
is a failure, and with the same voice they 
have pointed to the Republic of Liberia and 
declared it to be successful. Nay, after all 
the money that has been spent upon that 
very coast by Great Britain ; by this country 
and others — money, sir, is but the simplest 
portion of the tribute we have given. We 
have sent our gallant officers to die upon 
that plague-smitten coast— many — many a 
family in this land — more in England, have 
been clothed in the sackcloth of bitterness 
from the loss of life wasted in good in- 
tentions, but miserable failures, to suppress 
the slave trade: but now, sir, for 700 miles of 
entire coast of that section of Africa, in a 
Short time from the further part of Liberia 
to Sierra Leone, this Society will have de- 
stroyed the slave trade. What navies could 
not do, and what navies with millions of 
cartouches and hundreds of cannon, and 
thousands of men, our little republic with 
its little army and its little treasury have ac- 
complished it. It is probable if the white 
man had done it, as my friend remarked, we 
should have exulted over it, it would have 
been claimed as a triumph of the white man's 
superiority, but, it has not. We have 
nursed him, sir— he was a child — but now the 
blackman is erect, tall and as strong as a 
man, but a child in intellect, in habit, and 
in foresight. 

We had to nurse him ; but he is now a 
man. I remember well, sir,— you remem- 
ber it well, and many of us here, with what 
fear and trembling we ventured upon the 
experiment: but holy and wise men believed 
it possible especially to the career of that 
glorious man, that martyr to that cause, 
whose mind and heart had a strength rarely 



paralelled ; I mean Buchanan, the last white 
Governor of Liberia. The people who hear 
me may perhaps smile at it as an exagger- 
ation. He was one of the greatest men that 
God ever made, in mind, in heart, or in ap- 
pearance, afier his career whom God sent — it 
seems to me — I am sure of it, God sent 
him to make the way for a black man to as- 
sume the reigns of government. He died, sir: 
and at last a colored man governs the colony, 
and he governs the colony better than it was 
ever governed before, not altogether in fav- 
or of his own credit — but also to the credit 
of the people, who have been nursed into 
self-government. Whatis a Republic with out 
seif-government. There is jfhat colony — 
and that Republic — aye, sir, Republics are 
always longer lived than monarchies. It is 
the history of the world, unless perhaps 
some of the great empires of whose history 
we know comparatively very little. But, sir, 
that republic of Liberia will out live every 
kingdom of Ewrope, and may not live very 
long either to do that (applause.) Now, sir, 
I will not discuss this point only for a mo- 
ment ; here is the demonstration given that 
the black man can govern himself. We have 
made the demonstration sir, and it has been 
acknowledged suythathecan govern himself. 
By whom, sir, have you stated that the Re- 
public had been acknowledged — by whom, 
sir— would to God you had not been obliged 
to falter as your heart compels you to do — 
acknowledged by Great Britain and not by 
us: and why, sir? I am willing to give 
Great Britain the credit of philanthropy. — 
I do not forget that she has other qualities 
besides philanthropy; trade, sir, she loves 
trade. What was it that gave to it its pre- 
dominance. I can trace no characteristics 
in the, Anglo-Saxon that gave them more 
force than their diameters, and that is their 
love of trade. You can trace it, sir, in all 
the history of the Anglo-Saxon race; but it 
has been from the republic of Netherlands, 
we have learned the great lesson of trade, 
and from whose shores went the Anglo- 
Saxons who have given to England her 
great national characteristic — trade, trade, 
TRADE. This is what the Anglo-Saxon 
conquers by and conquers for. Find me a 
spot, sir, upon the face of the earth where 
they have not smuggled a piece of their 
goods and merchandise. You cannot find 
a British port but there you will find the 
haunt of the smuggler, who are protected 
by those very forts. The far-famed Gib- 
raltar, with its battlements and garrison, is 
little better than a smuggling port to take 
advantage of the weaker people of the Medi- 
terranean and its neighborhood. But, sir, 
what is the case now? — there is a little 
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chance of trade open upon a certain coast of 
our own continent. It looks small as a 
musquito; but, sir. the hum of that mus- 
quito lias not been unheard across the broad 
Atlantic, and the queenly Victoria shakes 
hand by proxy with the breechless young 
vagabond who is called the king. For what, 
sir ? for trade, to make money. I do not 
blame them; it is right to make money — if 
you can do it honestly; and I am sure we 
are the last people in this country, if we al- 
low the Eastern States to belong to us — to 
say it is not right to make money. Su\ 
you have the motive for the acknowledg- 
ment of the independence of Liberia— I do 
not say that it is the only motive; I know 
of no greater mistakejn morals than to sup- 
pose a man 's actions spring from one mo- 
tive, but the concurrence and concentration 
of different motives bearing upon the man; 
some are less easier deducted than others, 
but still always a combination. 

God forbid I should question her (Great 
Britain) benevolence in the acknowledgment, . 
but I fear it was done upon the chance of 
penetrating Africa through those rivers — 
I fear that her excellent Governor, Roberta, 
would have gone home without his acknow- 
ledgment. Now, sir, I believe that we are 
a philanthropic people, and I believe that 
we love to make money: but 1' say, sir, that 
the statesman who refuses to acknowledge 
the Republic of Liberia misses greatly his 
duty to the United States and to his country, 
misses greatly, I say, his duty to the Uni- 
ted States and his country, as a commercial 
people. But, sir, I am trespassing upon a 
point which will be handled far more ably 
by my friend who has. just' returned from 
the coast of Africa. Therefore, sir, I leave 
the subject, congratulating ourselves again 
upon the great success, and congratulating 
no one more than yourself, to whose pre- 
siding skill and energy, and to whose high 
example we owe so much of our successful 
our scheme. You contributed the noblest 
donation of all, when you gave your name. 
But, sir, we may all in our little spheres re- 
joice. The smallest star in the firmament 
rejoices in the light that God has given it. 
But, sir, the?e are those of us here, if we 
look back to hours of conflict, we cannot 
say we are scarred with a hundred fights, 
because fortunately our armor was so 
proved, that the weapons struck upon us 
shivered in the grasp of the hand that struck 
it with all the vehemence that malignity 
could give it; but, sir, we can remember 
our hours of darkness: they were many: 
but how bright is the future"! how happv to 
believe we- have not simply planted a little 
shrub but a mighty tree, that has been sown 



like a grain of mustard feed, which yet shall 
wave its branches laden with Celestial bless* 
ings over the continent of Africa; and to the 
' millions of the colored race, in this eonnec- 
; tion> we cannot but rejoice that the colored 
; man was brought here. Could he have 
: been educated for" this purpose — where, I 
i ask you, sir) where could he have been 
i educated for that career which he is now 
I entering upon in Liberia — but in this land 
i where constitutional rights are thoroughly 
; understood, where the right of self-govern- 
I ment is so clearly propagated s where the 
i success of our blessed institutions have 
! shown by an irresistible demonstration, that 
j freedom is the best heritage of man? 



Rev. Mr. Gtjrley : — 

I hope, Mr. President, that it may not be 
thought an affected display of devotion, 
if I venture to present my acknowledg- 
ment to Almighty God, that He has per- 
mitted me to stand here in the midst of 
you this evening after a recent visit to 
the Republic of Liberia. It was a place 
visited by me in the days of my youth, 
and I thank God that I am permitted 
to stand in the presence of this Society, 
after having trod a second time, after a 
quarter of a century, the heights of Monro- 
via. In the year 1824, during the struggles 
of this Government I stood by the side of 
the ever to be lamented and illustrious Ash* 
mun, the first Governor of that colony. I 
know, sir, that after the impressive speeches 
to which this audience have Iistenedyand at 
this late hour — I appear before this assem- 
[ bly under some peculiar disadvantages, but 
I should be unfaithful to the dictates of my 
own conscience, if I did. not venture tti oc* 
cupy a few moments in some statements in 
regard to what I have observed in this in- 
teresting Republic of Liberia. 

Mr. President, there has been great pro* 
gress made by the settlers upon the African 
coast since the day when I first observed 
them, at that time, not exceeding 200 in 
number, having just pitched their tents on 
the borders of that great wilderness — having 
assembled for the first time, they erected 
a hut with a thatched roof which was dedi- 
cated to the service of God, and adopted 
their simple and imperfect form of civil gov- 
ernment: under that government, during 
the period of the last twenty-five years, the 
town of Monrovia has come into existence, 
containing some 400 well constructed houses, 
many of them were built of durable and 
substantial building stone, and many of the 
warehouses were built of the enduring rocks 
dug out from the foundations of that cape: 
all of these were well constructed and com- 
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fovtablc habitations and occupied by a peace- 
ful, law-abiding, intelligent, thriving and ad- 
vancing community, whose churches gave 
evidence of their attachment to religion, and 
whose manners were not exceeded by those 
of any community in this country or any 
other which it has been my privilege to 
visit. Sir : it was about two months that 
I was permitted to remain upon that coast, 
and every day or every other day I was 
accustomed to go on shore and mingle freely 
with the population of the various settle- 
ments of Liberia. I spent about a fortnight 
at Monrovia, from which 1 proceeded to 
Bassa Cove where there are very pros- 
perous weitlemerits new the sea, and one 
thriving and promising settlement upon the 
beautiful river , of Saint John's. From this 
I proceeded to Sinou, which is distant about 
70 miles from Bassa Cove. 1 there saw the 
emigrants recently sent to the colony, by 
this Society, from the Stale of Georgia. I 
would observe that a more thriving and in- 
telligent community has not been planted 
upon the shores of Africa, — they have erect- 
ed within the last few months some thirty 
or forty substantial frame houses, generally 
of materials brought with them from the 
State of Georgia. From thence I proceeded 
to the settlement of Cape Palmas. planted by 
the Suite of Maryland: at ail these commun- 
ities I enjoyed the privilege of having free 
intercourse with the varied classes of socie- 
ty. I occupied the pulpits of their churches 
ev.ery Sabbath while I" was upon that coast. 
Sometimes three times each day I addressed 
the congregations there assembled, and more 
devout, more decently clad, and more atten- 
tive listeners, it was never my privilege to 
address in any part of the world. 

Mr. President, I cannot express upon 
this occasion all 1 feci in regard to the claim 
of these colonists, — of these citizens of our 
new Republic — upon the charity and support 
of the American People. I might speak, 
sir, of their varied interests, I might speak of 
toeir increasing commerce, I might speak of 
tilth - opening tind flourishing farms — small, it 
is true, but indicating a great amount of labor 
and lull of promise in regard to the future 
crops of some of the most valuable pro- 
ductions of the earth. I might speak also 
of the certainty (if they possessed increased 
and adequate means) of their opening and 
cultivating lar^e plantations of coffee and 
the sugar cane. Cotton and rice not to be 
surpassed by any existing upon the banks 
of the Mississippi. 

I am well persuaded that the regions of 
Saint Paid and Saint John's rivers are not, 
in the fertility and the resources of the soil, 
equalled by that of any portion of this 



Union that it has been my privilege to ob- 
serve. Sir, the best thing I saw in the Re- 
public of Liberia and. the most valuable thing 
that presented itself to my observation, was 
to be found in the men — in the people, in 
the effect which liberty had upon the 
spirit and hopes of these colonists. Sir, 
some of the individuals in that colony, who 
were now administering the government, are 
equal, sir, in intellectual power to administer 
a just and efficient government, to many of 
these who occupied a similiar public position 
in some of the suites of this Union. It is 
true that they have been educated under 
peculiar circumstances, but, sir, they have 
studied books and human things more— 
they are ready to educate themselves ; to 
devote themselves with full-souled energy 
to the advancement of the cause entrusted 
in their hands. Some of the most disun- 
guished men upon that coast have been ed- 
ucated entirely within the limits of that 
colony. I could name them. I saw one 
man, who was taken captive, in the war 
waged by Mr. Ashmun, and was carried 
when a boy no more than five or six years 
old into the haunts of a native chief and re- 
mained under his protection many months-, 
but in the many native wars had been trans- 
ferred from the chief 4 and from the knowledge 
of the wants of the colony and the habits 
of the natives he had thus acquired, and his 
great intellect and ability he was regarded, 
as in all probability to be placed in future at 
the head of the Liberian Republic. I could 
not turn my thoughts towards any individ- 
ual whose moral worth entitled him to more 
respect and in whom was happily blended 
as the object of just respect and attachment. 

Mr. President, I shall say a word in re- 
gard to some of these individuals who are 
cultivating the soil of Liberia, on the banks 
of the Saint John's river. At the little village 
of Bexley, I saw a man of color from 
your state, Mr. President. — from the state of 
Kentucky. He had planted what might be 
called a large plantation, by his own labor, 
and. said he had sold in one year 900 lbs. 
of coffee. As I was leaving the shore in my 
boat, and bidding him farewell and those 
that w r ere assembled, near , him, I said to 
him, what shall I say to the people of Ken- 
tucky? he said, and they were his last 
words — " teU them there is a great deal of 
grubbing to be done here, and we want the 
strong arm of the Kentucky men to do it." 
i told him that I would repeat these words. 
I have repeated them, and trust that the 
free people of color of Kentucky will fol- 
low him to renovate that people, and change 
this now wilderness into a field 6f fruitful- 
ness ?nd beauty. 
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, 1 said, sir, I had enjoyed the opportunity 
of standing in the midst of the congregations 
— speaking to them upon the Sabbath, and 
meeting them in their week-day assemblies, 
I was particularly struck at their healthy 
appearance, which characterized the great 
mass and body of the community. I saw 
no signs of decay , no indications of weak- 
ness. They were a people full of life, full 
of activity, and full of hope. 

I would remark, Mr. President, that in 
regard to the interests of that colony, what 
my friend, who has just taken his seat, has 
said — and said much better than I could 
have said it. — In regard to the constitution 
of that republic, to those sentiments I res- 
pond entirely. There was one clause point- 
ed out to me by the President of that re- 
public (Mr. Roberts) as marking it peculiar, 
and as embodying one of the great princi- 
ples which gave existence to this Society, 
and which ] trust this Society will ever 
cherish — it i?,. a clause by which that re- 
public binds itself to apply its resources, 
when they shall become sufficient, to exert 
its agency in the instruction and civilization 
of the native people of Africa. The legis- 
lature have directed, or whoever framed that 
constitution have directed, the chief magis- 
trate of that republic, that whenever the re- 
sources shall become sufficient to send forth 
teachers and employ them in the native 
schools and villages, to instruct the people 
in the arts and morality of civilization;* in 
law and government; and to prepare them 
for their introduction into the blessings of a 
free and christian state* I know of nothing 
upon the records of any country equal to 
this provision, evidently inserted under the 
influence of the spirit of the Christian Re- 
ligion. When I stood upon the heights of 
Monrovia, my memory reverted back to 
that blessed man of God, Mr. Ashmun, 
whom I never saw after my first visit until 
I saw him upon his death-bed — when he 
was about taking his departure, and they 
were taking his articles to the canoe to 
leave that country for the last time, struck 
down by disease — as they accompanied him 
in tears to the beach, he said, 44 If I thought 
I should not return here again, I would or- 
der my things taken from the canoe, and 
remain with you and die." 

I went next to Christophelu% or the city of 
Christ. I have felt, I confess, that some 
might regard that name, although somewhat 
apostolic in an age like {his, yet perhaps 
savoring a little of affectation. It showed the 
•spirit of the man and the object of his "ex- 
ertions— it showed the end for which he lived 
and for which he died. Sir, that Republic I 
trust will ever so legislate, that the spirit of 



Christ will approve its legislation, that is, 
it will be as I said in some of the last re- 
marks I made upon a public occasion in 
that colony — that it will be the morning star_ 
of Africa's redemption — I doubt not, sir, it' 
is that at present. 

Mr. President, there is another idea to 
which I beg leave to ask for a moment the 
ear of tin's audience. 

There has been in this country some idea, 
I believe it pervades partially the state of 
Maryland; it may exist in the siaie of 
Virginia; it may exist in Kentucky; the 
idea was that this colonization scheme was 
to be conducted through the agency of the 
separate states* ftjid states were to rise upon 
the African coast corresponding to those of 
our own confederacy ? Sir, there is no pro- 
vision for this in the constitution of the 
Liberian Republic. 

The experience we have had in regard to 
this separate kind of action upon that shore 
has thus far brsen very unfavorable, but I 
would by no means regret to see a State 
like Virginia, that noble mother of so many 
stAtea, making appropriations by which 
might be realized the growth of a mighty 
state like herself upon the African coast. I 
am far from being convinced that this is the 
best mode of carrying forward the ocheme 
of African colonization. Let that republic 
be one state; for it is perhaps a matter to be 
questioned, whether if our own States had 
not grown up from the colonial condition 
under the peculiar circumstances which 
were attendant in our own colonial affairs, 
it would net have been better for them to 
have remained one state. 

Whether that would have been better or 
not, I see no reason why we should trans- 
fer £o the African coast our dangerous and 
sectional jealousies and interests which arise 
from the union of so many conflicting and 
separate states. I am under an impression 
that the opinions of the people of Liberia 
are entirely opposed to it. I shall greatiy 
rejoice when the state that is rising under 
the auspices of the State of Maryland, shall 
be merged in the Republic of Liberia ; it 
will be greatly to the mutual benefit of the 
colony and also to the republic. We 
have begun the renovation of Africa upon 
the borders and skirts of the forests, which 
are inhabited by the natives who are in 
darkness and victims of the most cruel su- 
perstition ; we have not only begun to rear 
the temple of civil liberty, but also the temple 
of pure Christianity. I know not how it 
may strike others, but it struck me deeply 
when I was there, that possibly after the 
ages of trial, and the degradation, darkness 
and ignorance, -to which they have beer, 
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subjected in God's Providence, there might 
he a discipline that would bring; them out 
a purer" church, and through the efforts of 
t his Society", the establishment among them 
of a nobler and purer form of Christianity 
than any existing upon the face of the earth. 
It was my daily prayer and my constant 
endeavor 'while I staid upon that shore, to 
impress upon the minds of the people of 
that republic the responsibilities of th> ir 
position; and the greatness of the work to 
which Heaven had called them. Sir, I say 
to you that there is not a community in the 
world who has such claims upon us as the 
people of that Republic ; I do not believe 
t hat the same number of human beings upon 
the face of the earth are accomplishing aa 
much for the cause of liberty and civiliza- 
tion, and the cause of true religion. fc>ir, 1" 
cannot express what I feel upon this sub- 
ject ; in the enthusiasm of my earliest days 
I enlisted in the cause of this Society, and 
when it was nearly overcome by difficulties 
in passing the warring elements of opinion, 
nnd when in adverse circumstances, I saw 
a clear light shining through all these clouds 
of adversity. Sir, I see that light still, and 
believe that now it is guiding Africa to a 
complete redemption ; and, sir, when we 
consider the condition of the native African 
population in regard to which I have ob- 
tained many very interesting, and to my 
mind curious and instructive facts ; when 
we consider the cruel and barbarous su- 
perstition existing among the natives in- 
habiting the forests of sassawood lying 
along the western coast of Africa ; and 
when we consider that before the establish- 
ment of this colony thousands and tens of 
thousands of persons perished under the 
impressions and effects of superstition ; when 
we know, at this very day, at this very 
hour, many, many human beings, of every 
age, are forced in the presence of the com- 
munity, under the charge of witchcraft — are 
compelled, I say, to drink narcotic poison, 
and even put to a cruel death; when v/e 
consider this, and if the Republic of Liberia 
did nothing more than drive from thence 
this ghost of malignity and evil, it would be 
entitled to the thanks of the whole world. 
T hope and trust, Mr. President, that this 
Society will enlarge its operations. Among 
the bright pages in your own illustrious life, 
I am well persuaded, there will be none 
brighter, and there will be none upon which 
future age3 will behold with more unmingled 
admiration, than your eloquent defences in 
the cause of universal liberty, and none 
more cherished than your early advocacy 
and your constant attachment and bold and 
resolute defence of the interests of this So- 



ciety; and, sir, has not the time come when 
the Society will take a wider scope, when 
it should embrace all schemes of civilization 
upon the African shore, when it should 
ask for funds not merely to transport free 
people of color to that country, but to ex- 
plore that country, improve its harbors, de- 
vise schemes of education, and make the 
Republic of Liberia what it desires to be — 
an instrument of deliverance to that quarter 
of the world. 

Sir, I would respectfully suggest this mat- 
ter to your consideration, and to the consid- 
eration of the Society. 

I have as ardent a desire as any of you, to 
contribute as God may give time and oppor- 
tunity, to advance the interests of that Afri- 
can repuhlic. Sir, I have returned to this 
country, with the impression increased ten- 
fold of the magnitude, dignity and glory of 
that scheme to which the Society is pledged. 
Yes, sir, you may look to that country, when 
in the drapery of mourning it is covered with 
sackcloth, and darkened with superstition, 
into which the Republic of Liberia intro- 
duced good laws, a just administration, 
education and the arts, and the Christian 
religion* They have introduced it under 
the present admirable constitution, which is 
to be the guide of its government, and is 
destined, in the wisdom and providence of 
God, to be the deliverer of that whole land 
from the jaws of death. Mr. President, 
there are man}' particulars to which I might 
refer, and which I have doubtless omitted 
in this address, which might have been of 
very great interest to those who give me 
their attention. I might speak of the fami- 
lies of Monrovia — the people who inhabit 
that beautiful and interesting town; I might 
speak of the welcome I received when I 
visited that country in 1824, and of the kind- 
ness manifested towards me upon every oc- 
casion. I might speak of the admirable 
deportment in all classes of the people, i 
might say — as I did in reply to an inquiry 
from a clergyman of the Methodist church, 
if I had seen any profligacy or intempe- 
rance, or heard any profanity — I answered 
that I had seen none. They hold religion- 
to be the guide of whatever is concerned in 
the business of human life. I might speak 
of their increasing attention to education. I 
ask you to look in upon a single school in 
the town of Monrovia, where there are about 
sixty children; and I should like to show 
) ou the presents made to me as a represen- 
tative of the friends of the cause — for I beg 
leave here to state, that I now disavow any 
vain imagination to think the thing was in- 
tended to myself personally . It was intended 
as an expression of their good feeling to the 
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friends of this Society throughout the land. 
1 might bring before this congregation pre- 
served plants, presented to me by the chil- 
dren of that intelligent school. But, sir, I 
must come to a close: the memories of the 
dead gather around me. I might ask this 
congregation to go with me to the graves of 
the missionaries and the martyrs to this 
thrice-blessed cause. I wandered one day 
under a burning sun, to the graveyard of 
Monrovia, and I gathered some leaves and 
sticks from the graves of those who had 
fallen in that land of shadow. Here is a 
memorial from the grave of Randall, well 
known in this city for his virtues and energy, 
and interest in this cause, who fell a martyr 
on that shore. Here is a memorial from 
the grave of Buchanan, the friend of my 
friend. The grave of Buchanan is under a 
magnificent tree. I found there a piece of 
an old slave schooner, from which I cut a 
piece and brought it with me, but I have 
mislaid it and I have it not here. I also cut 
a piece from the only stick that marks the 
grave of Buchanan. I venerate that name 
not less than that of my friend. I planted 
an orange tree — one of the dearest trees in 
Africa — by the grave of Randall. I have 
also memorials from the graves of the Swiss 
missionaries. I wish I could have found 
the graves of those twelve men of-England, 
who, in the war, when Ashmun stood alone 
and heard the firing of cannon, came and 
offered their services: Midshipman Gordon 
and others were shot. I would have given 
fifty dollars to have found their graves. I 
told *he colonists that they should not let 
their memory perish from the earth. I told 
them that they must rear a monument to 
those brave strangers who threw themselves 
away for the salvation of the then nearly 
perishing colony. 

There are many more of these memo- 
rials— one from the blessed grave of Cox, 
a Missionary well known to my brethren 
of the Methodist Church. I must be per- 
mitted to say a word in favor of this colony, 
as it is the home of the Missionary, but I 
did not mean to occupy so much of the time 
of this meeting. I will but say a word in 
relation to the interesting objects to which 
my attention has been directed. Nothing 



has surpassed what I saw' in the various 
Missionary Stations, most of which I was- 
permitted 10 visit. I entered the schools of 
the native Africans at Bexley, there I found 
a native teacher, who was educated in the 
Colony, and was now laboring to instruct 
his brethren, of Bexley. I visited many of 
these stations, and it was gratifying to see 
respectable libraries for the use of the col- 
ored man, among which were the works of 
Doddrich, of Edwards, of Scott and many 
other valuable books upon the shelves in 
many of the houses; in the hamlets and 
every shade of the African forest have 
I seen the .works of some of the most illus- 
trious Divines, such as Edwards, and 
Bishops of the Episcopal Church. I have 
a letter which I received just as I left the 
coast, from an individual whom I had 
known. I will read it to show the feeling 
of some of the intelligent people of that 
Republic. It is dated Bexley, November 8th. 

[Here the Rev. Gentleman read extracts 
from the letter.] 

I prefer that we shall make that country so 
attractive that they would not stay here with 
their own consent. I know, sir, that if the 
people of the United Suites would lend that 
republic a helping hand, and if the general 
government and the states would afford that 
assistance which they so justly merit, and 
reach forth to them the aid they so truly 
deserve, I have no doubt, sir, that the num- 
ber of emigrants would far exceed all our 
present hopes, and equal all that is desired 
for the benefit of our own population with 
the people of Africa. 1 hold here, sir, books 
published by the mission press, in the lan- 
guage of Africa. Here are some in the 
language of the Bassas: and here are sonic 
translations into two of the languages of the 
people of Cape Palmas — the Grebo, num- 
bering about 30,000, and the Bassas, 50,000. 

These are printed in the language of Af- 
rica, but it is far more desirable to make 
our own tongue the language of Africa, and 
it is destined to b- so. I trust the Society 
will enlarge its influence r and 'will increase 
its resources vastly, and the government of 
this country will stretch out its strong arm, 
and give an impulse to that Republic which 
it so justly merits at our hands. 
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Whereas, a treaty of friendship 
and commerce between the Repub- 
lic of Liberia and Her Britannic 
Majesty the Queen of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ire- 
land, was concluded and signed by 
their plenipotentiaries at London on 
the 21st day of November, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and forty-eight, which treaty 
being word for word as follows : 

Her Majesty the Queen of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland, and the Republic of Li- 
beria, being desirous to conclude a 
treaty of peace and friendship, and 
to regulate thereby the commercial 
intercourse between the dominions 
and subjects of Her Majesty, and 
the territories and citizens of the 
Republic ; Her Majesty has for this 
purpose named as Her Plenipoten- 
tiaries, that is to say : — 

The Right honorable Henry John 
Viscount Palmerston, Baron Tem- 
ple, a Peer of Ireland, a member of 
Her Britannic Majesty's Most Hon- 
orable Privy Council, a Member of 
Parliament, Knight Grand Cross of 
the Most Honorable Order of the 
Bath, and Her Britannic Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Fo- 
reign Affairs, and the Right Honor- 
able Henry Labouchere, a Member 
of Her Majesty's Most Honorable 
Privy Council, a Member of Parlia- 
ment, and President of the Com- 
niitteo of Privy Council for Af- 



fairs of Trade and Foreign Planta- 
tions. 

And the Republic of Liberia, 
j having, by resolutions of th** Legis- 
| lature, bearing date the 4th of Feb- 
ruary, 1848, authorized and em- 
powered Joseph Jenkins Roberts, 
the President of the Republic, to 
conclude such Treaty on behalf of 
the Republic. 

The Plenipotentiaries of Her Ma- 
jesty, and the said President of the 
Republic, after having communica- 
ted to each other their respective 
powers, have agreed upon and con- 
cluded the following articles : 

ARTICLE I. 

There shall be perpetual peace 
and friendship between Her Majesty 
the Queen of the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Ireland, Her 
heirs and successors, and the Re- 
public of Liberia, and between their 
respective subjects and citizens. 
article n. 

There shall be reciprocal freedom 
of commerce between the British 
dominions and the Republic of Li- 
beria. The subjects of Her Britan- 
nic Majesty may reside in, and trade 
to, any part of the territories of the 
Republic to which any other foreign- 
ers are or shall be admitted. They 
shall enjoy full protection for their 
persons and properties; they shall 
be allowed t*> buy from and to sell 
to whom they like, without being re- 
strained or prejudiced by any mo- 
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uopoly, contract, or exclusive privi- 
lege of sale or purchase whatever; 
and they shall moreover enjoy all 
other rights and privileges which are 
or may be granted to any other fo- 
reigners, subjects or citizens, of the 
most favored nation. The citizens 
of /♦•he Republic of Liberia shall, in 
return, enjoy similar protection and 
privileges in the dominions of Her 
Britannic Majesty. 

ARTICLE III. 

No tonnage, import, or other du- 
ties or charges, shall be levied in the 
Republic of Liberia on British ves- 
sels, or on goods imported or ex- 
ported in British vessels, beyond 
what, are or may be levied on nation- 
al vessels, or on the like goods im- 
ported or exported, in national ves- 
sels ; and in like manner, no tonnage, 
import, or other duties or charges, 
shall be levied in the British domin- 
ions on vessels of the Republic, or 
on goods imported or exported in 
those vessels, beyond what are or 
may be levied on national vessels, 
or on the like goods imported or 
exported in national vessels. 

ARTICLE IV. 

Merchandise or goods coming 
from the British dominions in any 
vessel, or imported in British vessels 
from any country, shall not be pro- 
hibited by the Republic of Liberia, 
nor be subject to higher duties than 
•'ire levied on the same kinds of mer- 
chandise or goods coming from any 
other foreign country, or imported 
in any other vessels. 

All articles the produce of the 
Republic may be exported therefrom 
by British subjects and British vessels, 
on as favorable terms as by the sub- 
jects and vessels of any other foreign 
country. 



APTTPT.W V 



It being the intention of the Gov- 
ernment of the Republic of Liberia 
'o trade in certain articles of import. 



with a view to raising a revenue by 
selling them at a fixed advance upon 
the cost, price, it is hereby agreed 
that in no case shall private mer- 
chants be absolutely prohibited from 
importing any of such articlesj or 
any article in which the Government 
of the Republic may at any time see 
fit to trade ; nor shall such articles, 
or any article in which the Govern- 
ment of the Republic may at any 
time see fit to trade, be subject to a 
duty of a greater amount than the 
amount of the advance upon the 
cost price at which the Government 
may from time to time be bound to 
sell the same. 

In case the Government of the 
Republic shall at any time fix the 
price of any article of native produce, 
with a view to such article being 
taken in payment for any articles in 
which the Government may trade, 
such article of native nroduce shall 
he received into the treasury at the 
same fixed price, in payment of 
taxes, from all persons trading with 
the Republic. 

ARTICLE VI. 

The protection of the Government 
of the Republic shall be afforded to 
all British vessels, their officers and 
crews. If any such vessels should 
be wrecked on the coast of the Re- 
public, the local authorities shall 
succour them, and shall secure them 
from plunder, and shall cause all 
articles saved from the wreck to be 
restored to their lawful owners. 
The amount of salvage dues in such 
cases shall be regulated, in the event 
of dispute, by arbitrators chosen by 
both parties. 

ARTICLE VII. 

It being the intention of the two 
Contracting Parties to bind them- 
selves by the- presciji Treaty to treat 
each other on the footing of the 
most favored nation, it is hereby 
agreed between them, that any far 
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vor, privilege, or immunity what- 
ever, in matters of commerce and 
navigation, which either Contracting 
Party has actually granted, or may 
hereafter grant, to the subjects or 
citizens of any other State, shall be 
extended to the subjects or citizens 
of the other Contracting Party, gra- 
tuitously, if the concession in favor 
of that other State shall have been 
gratuitous, or in return for a com- 
pensation as nearly as possible of 
proportionate value and effect, to be 
adjusted by mutual agreement, if the 
concession shall have been condi- 
tional. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

Each Contracting Party may ap- 
point Consuls for the protection of 
trade, to reside in the dominions of 
the other ; but no such Consul shall ' 
enter upon the exercise of his func- j 
tions until he shall have been ap- 
proved and admitted, in the usual 
form, bv the Government of the 
country to which he is sent. 

ARTICLE IX. 

Slavery and the Slave Trade being 
perpetually abolished in the Republic 
of Liberia, the Republic engages that 
a law shall be passed, declaring it 
to be piracy for any Liberian citizen 
or vessel to be engaged or concern- 
ed in the Slave Trade. 

The Republic engages to permit 
any British vessel of war which may 
be furnished with special instructions 
under the treaties between Great 
Britain and Foreign Powers for the 
prevention of the Slave Trade, to 
visit any vessels sailing under the 
Liberia flag, which may, on reason- 
able grounds, be suspected of being 
engaged in the Slave Trade : and if, 
by the result of the visit, it should 
appear to the officer in command of 
such British vessel of war that the 
suspicions which led thereto are well 
grounded the vessel shall be sent 
without delay to a Liberian port, and r 



shall be delivered up to the Liberian 
authorities to be proceeded against 
according to the lawsofthe Kepublic. 

ARTICLE X. 

The Republic of Liberia further 
engages to permit any British ves- 
sel of war which may be furnished 
with special instructions as aforesaid, 
to visit, on the coast within the ju- 
risdiction of the Republic, or in the 
ports of the same, any vessel which 
may be suspected of being engaged 
in the Slave Trade, and which shall 
be found sailing under any flag what- 
ever, or without any flag ; and if the 
suspicions which led to the visit 
should appear to the officer in com- 
mand of such British vessel of war 
to be well grounded, to detain such 
vessel, in order to send it as soon as 
possible before the competent court 
for adjudication. 

Duly constituted ports of entry in 
the Republic of Liberia shall be ex- 
cepted from the operation of the 
stipulations of the present article; 
and no vessel shall be visited by a 
British cruiser within the limits of 
such ports, except on permission 
specially granted by the local autho- 
rities. 

ARTICLE XI. 

The present treaty shall be rati- 
fied, and the ratifications shall be 
exchanged at London within the 
space of twelve months from the 
date hereof. 

In witness whereof the Plenipo- 
tentiaries of Her Britannic Majesty, 
and the President of the Republic 
of Liberia, have signed the same, 
and have affixed thereto their re- 
spective seals. 

Done at London, the twenty-first 
day of November, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and forty-eight. 

[l. s.l ~ PALMERSTON. 
[l; s.1 H. LABOUCHERE. 
[l. s.] J. J. ROBERTS. 
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And whereas the said treaty lias 
been duly ratified on both parts and 
the respective ratifications of the 
same were exchanged at London on 
the 1st day of August, 1849, by 
Thos. HodgkLn, agent for this Re- 
public, and the Right Honorable 
Viscount Palmerston, &c. &c. &c. 

Now therefore be it known, that 
I, Joseph J. Roberts, President of 
the Republic of Liberia, have caused 
the said treaty to be made public, to 
the end that the same and every 
clause and article thereof, may be 1 



observed and fulfilled with good 
faith by the Republic and the citi- 
zens thereof, 

In witness whereof, I hereunto 
set my hand and caused the seal of 
the Republic to be affixed. Done 
at the Town of Monrovia, this 25th 
day of September, A. D. 1849, and 
of the Independence of the Repub- 
lic the Third. 

By the President, 

J. J. ROBERTS. 

J. N. Lewis, 

Secretary of State, ad interim. 



Sl&oUtfoti of tlje Slabc Sra&c of (Sailinas; 

BY JAMES HALL, M. D. 



The advices from Africa, publish- 
ed in our last number, contain the 
gratifying and important intelligence, 
that, the long blockade of Gallinas 
by the British cruisers, has induced 
the slavers «?. t that place to break up 
their barracoons, deliver up their 
slaves to the commodore and to take 
passage for themselves and effects 
on board Her Majesty's vessels for 
Sierra Leone. This is the initiative 
step to the entire abolition of that 
traffic on the windward coast; the 
next, and not less important, is, the 
purchase of the territory by the Go- 
vernment of Liberia. That, the slaves 
are given up, the barracoons destroy- 
ed, the slavers themselves removed 
and every vestige of this accursed 
traffic obliterated, avails nothing, 
unless proper and sure measures 
are taken to prevent a re-establish- 
ment of the business, the moment 
the coast guard is abandoned ; and 
we doubt not, from the tenor of the 
advices above referred to, that ere 
this, either by purchase or conquest, 
Gallinas and its dependencies are a 
pairt and parcel of the common- 
wealth of Liberia — this measure, 
only, will ensure jt against a re-en- 



actment of the scenes of distress 
and horror which have heretofore 
rendered that place so infamous. 

To enable those, not familiar with 
the slave marts on the West coast 
of Africa, to estimate the importance 
of the annexation of Gallinas to Li- 
beria, it is necessary to give a brief 
sketch of their location and extent 
and of the late history of Gallinas. 
Previous to the founding of the colo- 
nies of Liberia, the slave trade was 
rife throughout the whole of what is 
termed the Grain Coast; in fact, 
from the Gambia to Cape Palmas, an 
extent of over 1,500 miles of coast 
line, excepting only, Sierra Leone 
and its immediate dependencies. 
The very heart of this extensive 
slave mart was Gallinas, to which 
only, Cape Messurado was second 
in importance. That the small band 
of colonists, which boldly located 
themselves on this beautiful head- 
land in 1821, should have been able 
to maintain their position amidst the 
powerful combined influence and 
action of slavers' gold and savage 
natives will ever remain a marvel in 
the history of that Colony. But 
they did maintain, not only their 
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existence but their integrity and fair 
fame, and although it required many 
years in its accomplishment and all 
of biood and treasure which they 
had to give, the Liberiano succeeded 
effectually in eradicating this traffic 
from the limits of their territory. 
After the firm establishment of the 
colony, the slave trade on the wind- 
ward coast, or to the North and 
West of Cape Palrnas, was mainly 
confined to some Portuguese set- 
tlements at Bissaos, the Rio Grande, 
the Nuez and Pongos, Gallinas and 
its vicinity, Grand and Little Bassa, 
New Cesters and Trade Town. The 
Bissaos and the river factories to the 
windward of Sierra Leone were 
never very prosperous, the slavers 
finding it extremely difiicult to escape 
from them without being intercepted 
by the British cruisers. The small 
factories at the Bassas were much 
interrupted by the colonies and final- 
ly extirpated by the purchase of 
Grand Bassa in 1832; while those 
at New Cesters and Trade Town 
were more or less connected with 
and dependent upon those at Gal- 
linas. 

The Gallinas river enters the At- 
lantic in latitude about 7-^°, between 
Grand Cape Mount and Cape St. 
Ann, near one hundred miles north- 
west of Cape Messurado or Mon- 
rovia. The name of .the river is 
given to the cluster of slave factories 
near its mouth. This place possesses 
no peculiar advantages for any 
species of commerce, and derives 
its importance, exclusively, from the 
establishment of the slave factories 
there. The land in the vicinity is 
very low and marshy, the river winds 
sluggishly through an alluvion of 
Mangrove marsh, forming innu- 
merable small islands. The bar 
at its mouth is one of the most 
dangerous on the coast, being im- 
passable at times in the rainy season. 



It is located in what is termed the 
Vey Country, the people of which, 
are distinguished for their cleanli- 
ness, intelligence, and enterprize in 
trade. How long Gallinas has main- 
tained its importance as a slave 
mart, we are unable to say, but at the 
time of our first visit to Liberia in 
1S31, its reputation was very ex- 
tended and its influences most deep- 
ly felt in the colony. It was estimated 
that near 10,000 slaves were, about, 
that period, annually shipped from 
this place alone. The business was 
done, mainly, through the agency of 
several merchants or factors estab- 
lished there, the principal of which, 
was Pedfo Blanco, ik Spaniard, This 
man's influence was unbounded 
among the native tribes on that 
section of the coast, and we fear, at 
one lime, extended to members of 
the colony of considerable respecta- 
bility. He was a man of education, 
having the bearing and address of a 
Spanish Grandee or Don, which was 
his usual appellation. He lived in 
a semi-barbarous manner, -at once, 
as a private gentleman and an Afri- 
can prince. He had at one time a 
sister residing with him. He main- 
tained several establishments, one, 
on an island near the river's mouth, 
which was his place of business or 
of trade with foreign vessels, that 
came to Gallinas to dispose of mer- 
chandise ; on another island, more 
remote was his d well insr-house, where 
he kept his private office, his books, 
dined, took his siesta, slept, &c; 
here, we believe, his sister also re- 
sided. On a third, was his seraglio of 
native wives, each in their several 
dwellings, after the manner of native 
chiefs. Independent of ail these 
were his barracoons of slaves, of 
greater or less extent, as circum- 
stances required. It may readily be 
supposed that with the wealth ac- 
cruing from a long and successful 
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prosecution of the slave trade, his! 
power among the natives was equal j 
to that of any despot ; and the fol- ; 
lowing incident related to us by one 
of his partners proves that he oc- 
casionally exercised it. Having oc- 
casion one day to travel on the sea 
beach some distance from Gallinas, 
near the island of Sherbro, where he 
was unknown, he approached the 
hut of a native with a view of taking 
rest and refreshment. He asked 
the owner of the house, who was 
squatted in the door, to hand him 
fire to light his cigar. The man 
bluntly refused, upon which, Blanco 
drew back, took a carbine from one 
of his attendants and shot him dead 
upon the spot. The narrator of the 
story apologised for Blanco by say- 
ing, that, to deny a Spaniard fire, 
for lighting his cigar or pipe is the 
grossest insult that can be offered him. 

We have ever understood, that 
Blanco was one of the kindest 
masters to his slaves, taking every 
care of their health and comfort, 
never suffering any improper inti- 
macy between his numerous agents 
and the females, and permitting no 
flogging or harsh treatment. 

We first visited Gallinas in 1837, 
at a time when the trade at this place 
was on the decline and Blanco was 
about leaving the coast. The first 
peculiarity we noticed in entering 
the river, was, the arrangements of 
watch-boxes, or look-outs, consist- 
ing of seats protected from the sun 
and rain, erecteil some fifty or one 
hundred feet from the ground, either 
on poles fixed in the earth, or on 
some insolated, high tree, from one 
of which the horizon was constantly 
vswept by a good telescope, to give 
prompt notice of the approach of 
any vessel, and long experience 
rendered these men very expert in 
determining the character of any 
visitor, whether neutral, friend or foe. 

About a mile from the river's mouth 



we found ourselves among a cluster 
of islands, on each of which was lo- 
cated the factory of some particular 
slave merchant. The buildings,gene- 
rally, consisted of a business room, 
with warehouse attached, filled with 
merchandize and provisions, and a 
barracoon for the slaves ; the whole 
built by setting rough stakes or small 
trees into the ground, these being 
wattled together with withes and 
covered with thatch. That, contain- 
ing the slaves, being much the strong- 
est and generally surrounded by, or 
connected with, a yard, in which the 
slaves were permitted to exercise 
daily. We think there were some 
ten or twelve of these establishments 
at that time, each containing from 
100 to 500 slaves. We believe one 
contained near 1,000, which, it was 
expected, would be shipped daily. 
Each barracoon was in charge of 
from two to four white men, Span- 
ish or Portuguese, and a more pitiable 
looking set of men we never met 
with. Thev had all suffered more 
or less from the fever, were very 
weak, much emaciated or swollen 
by dropsy or diseased spleens, and 
none of them particularly clean. The 
slaves were as well taken care of as 
could be expected, when provisions 
were plenty in the country; but, in 
case of scarcity, they suffered severe- 
ly. Many instances have occurred 
wherein whole barracoons of slaves 
have been let loose for want of food ; 
and it may well be supposed their 
owners would allow them to suffer 
severely before giving them up. For 
this reason, and because they can 
be stowed more closely in a vessel, 
children are generally preferred to 
adults. We recollect going into one 
yard where there were some 300 
boys, all apparently between ten and 
fifteen years of age, linked together 
in squads of twenty or thirty. We 
never saw a more painfully interest- 
ing sight than the long rows' of these 
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bright-eyed little fellows, doomed to 
the horrors of a middle latitude pas- 
sage, probably in a three and a half 
feet between decks. Another pecu- 
liar feature of the place was, the col- 
lection of long canoes and boats, all 
kept ready for the dispatch of slaves 
the moment an opportunity should 
occur. Probably 1,000 slaves could 
be shipped in four hours, all things 
favorable. In case the coast is clear 
of armed vessels, and a slaver appears 
in the offing, her signal is at once 
recognized. She is signalised in re- 
turn, to come in, and if she is water- 
ed and provisioned for the voyage, 
and deck laid, which is usually the 
case, she does not even come to 
anchor, but stands close in to the 
bar, where she is met by the whole 
fleet of canoes and boats, the con- 
tents of which are speedily put on 
board ; she then stands off or up the 
coast again, the canoes return to the 
barracoon for more slaves, again to 
meet outside the bar as before. Some- 
times, however, they are not so for- 
tunate, even when not molested by 
a man-of-war. The bar at the river 
mouth is not unfrequently danger- 
ous, even in the dry season, and in 
the anxiety to ship the- slaves they 
run great hazards, and many a boat 
load of poor wretches becomes food 
for sharks, who always follow such 
boats and canoes in great numbers. 
We have heard from JCroomen, who 
perform the boat-work at Gallinas, 
many harrowing tales of shipping 
slaves from that place, too painful 
to report, or even to recall to mem- 
ory. In fact, all connected with 
this trade is painful and distressing 
to humanity, and this Gallinas, of all 
other places on the coast of Africa, 
with whicli we have been acquaint- 
ed, has been the scene of its great- 
est horrors. What imagination can 
conceive the thousandth part of the 
misery that has been endured by hu- 
man beings on this little cluster of 



bushy islands? Of the five or ten 
thousand, who are annually brought 
to this place; each and every one has 
to mourn a home made desolate, a 
family dismembered, the blood of 
kindred flowing. Of this number, 
how many sink in these wretched 
barracoons from distress of mind at 
their wretched condition, from dis- 
ease and famine ; how many are sa- 
crificed in their hurried shipment by 
the ravenous sharks ; how many sink 
under the most protracted agonies 
in that confinement between decks, 
the air of which is putridity itself; 
and, of the miserable survivors, the 
attenuated, excoriated wretches, 
who are still destined for the sham- 
bles, how few but would exclaim, 
"Thrice and four times happy are 
those who sink under the knife of 
the midnight, assassin, or were con- 
sumed in the conflagration of their 
palm-covered cottages?" 

But Gallinas is destroyed; as a 
slave mart it has ceased to exist ; 
from its marshy islets the fiat shall 
no more go forth to spread fire and 
sword throughout a peaceful land ; 
the marauding chief has bound his 
last victim ; the haggard, Lazarone 
slaver has riveted his last fetter ; the 
shark at the ; bar mouth has fed on 
his last slave gang ; and this land, 
heretofore detested and detestable, 
is henceforth to form a part of the 
free and independent Republic of 
Liberia. In the fall of Gallinas and 
the annexation of its territory to the 
Liberian Republic, we see the abso- 
lute extinction of the slave trade from 
Sierra Leone to the Cape Pahnas. 
That the Liberian Government is 
competent to prevent its re-estab- 
lishment, now, in the day of her 
strength and independence, fostered 
by powerful nations, we have a suk 
ficient guaranty, by what she has 
done at Messurado, Bassa and Trade 
Town in time of her infancy and 
weakness.^-Jlffl?. Col. Journal. 
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® respectful SlOBrcss to tije aicflfsiatovs mis people of IHrflinia ; 

BY REV. P. SLAUGHTER, AGENT VA. COL. SOC. 



The Governor of the Common- 
wealth having in his late message 
recommenced the American Colo- 
nization Society to the particular at- 
tention of the Legislature, and the 
subject having been referred to a 
select committee, whose report is 
daily anticipated, it seems a fitting 
time to remind the Legislators and 
citizens of Virginia of some facts 
touching the origin and history of 
an institution which is attracting the 
regards and challenging the admi- 
ration of the civilized world. It 
must endear this institution to Vir- 
ginians and strengthen their confi- 
dence in its wisdom, to be reminded 
that it comes commended to the 
present generation by the authority 
of our own most patriotic and saga- 
cious statesmen, and the deliberate 
successive acts of our own Legisla- 
ture. 

"It claims for its author^, Thos. 
Jefferson, author of the Declaration 
of Independence, Edmund Pendle- 
ton and George Wythe — high in the 
first rank of their country's orajors 
and jurists—the Mansfield and the 
Hale of Virginia — George Mason, 
perhaps the wisest statesman to 
whom Virginia has given birth— and 
Thomas Hudwell Lee, who was 
deemed by the Legislature of 1776 
their fit associate." These gentle- 
men were appointed by the first Le- 
3 



gislature after the Declaration of In- 
dependence, to revise the laws of 
this State. This committee proposed 
a comprehensive plan of coloniza- 
tion, according to which all colored 
persons born after a certain time 
vveie to be emancipated and instruct- 
ed in tillage and other arts, until the 
males were twenty-one, and the fe- 
males eighteen years of age, and 
then colonized in such place as the 
circumstances of the time should 
render proper ; furnishing them with 
arms, implements of household arts, 
seeds, and pairs of the useful do- 
mestic animals, &c. — declaring them 
a free and independent people, and 
extending to them our alliance and 
protection. The report of the re- 
visors was not acted upon until 17S5, 
when Mr. Jefferson was in France, 
and Pendleton and Wythe upon the 
bench. The emancipation feature 
in this plan was probably the reason 
of its failure. The seed of the Co- 
lonization Society had nevertheless 
been sown, which springing up after 7 
the lapse of a few years, and pruned 
of its excrescences, began to grow 
and bear fruit. Its first fruit was the 
plan of Dr. Thornton, (a Virginian,) 
in 1787, to colonize the free colored 
people upon the coast of Africa. — 
This being the suggestion of a pri- 
vate individual had no visible results. 
A few years afterward, the Colony 
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of Sierra Leone, consisting of slaves 
who had taken refuge in the British 
arm}' during the Revolutionary war, 
was established. 

On the 31st Dec. 1800, the house 
of Delegates of Virginia, passed al- 
most unanimously the following re- 
solution : 

" Resolved, that the Governor be request- 
ed to correspond' with the President of the 
United States, on the subject of purchasing 
lands without the limits of this state, whith- 
er persons obnoxious to the laws or dan- 
gerous to the peace of society may be re- 
moved." 

In compliance with this resolution 
Mr. Monroe addressed a letter to 
Mr. Jefferson, dated Richmond 15th 
June, 1801, in which he informs the 
President that this resolution was 
produced by the conspiracy of the 
slaves which took place in and near 
the city of Richmond the preceding 
year, and was intended to provide 
an alternate mode cf punishment for 
those described by the resolution. 
It being deemed more humane and 
not less expedient to transport such 
offenders beyond the limits of the 
state." Mr. Monroe proceeds io 
remark that the latter part of the re- 
solution which proposes the remov- 
al of such persons as are dangerous 
to the peace of society, may be con- 
sidered as comprising many to whom 
the preceding member does not ap- 
ply. "If the more enlarged construc- 
tion of the resolution be deemed 
the true one, he adds, it furnishes in 
my opinion, a reason why the Legisla- 
ture in disposing of this great question 
should command an alternative of 



places. As soon as the mind emer- 
ges in contemplating the subject be- 
yond the contracted scale of provid- 
ing a place of punishment for offen- 
ders, new and interesting objects 
present themselves to view. It is 
impossible not to involve in it the 
condition of these people, the em- 
barrassment they have already occa- 
sioned us, and are still likely to sub- 
ject us to. We perceive an existing 
evil which commenced under our 
colanial system with which we are 
not properly chargeable, and we ac- 
knowledge the extreme difficulty, of 
remedying it; At this point the 
mind rests with suspense, and sur- 
veys with anxiety obstacles which 
become more serious as we approach 
^them. To lead to a sound decision 
and make the result a happy one, it 
is necessary that the field of practi- 
cable expedients be opened on the 
widest possible scale ; under this 
view of the subject I shall beg leave 
to be advised whether a tract of 
land in the western territory of the 
United States can be procured for 
this purpose, in what quarter and on 
what terras? You perceive that I 
invite your attention to a subject of 
great importance, one which in a 
peculiar degree involves the future 
peace, tranquility and happiness of 
the good people of this common- 
wealth." 

On the eighth of November, 1801, 
Mr. Jefferson replied in a long 
letter, in the course of which lie saysj 
common malefactors, I presume 
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make no part of the object of that 
resolution. Neither their numbers 
nor the nature of their offences seem 
to require any, provision, beyond 
those heretofore found adequate to 
the repression of ordinary crimes. 
Conspiracy, insurgency, &c. among 
that description of persons who 
brought on us the alarm, and $m 
themselves the tragedy of 1800, 
were doubtless iii the view of every 
one, but many perhaps contemplat- 
ed a much larger scope. Respect 
to both opinions make it my duty to 
understand the resolution in all the 
extents of which it is susceptible. 
He then goes on to discuss the prac- 
ticability and expediency of procur- 
ing territory on our western or 
southern frontier* and concludes 
with asking would we be willing to 
have such a colony in, contact with 
us ? n It is impossible he adds not to 
look, forward to distant times wbeft 
our rapid multiplication will expand 
beyond those limits, and cover the 
whole northern if not the southern 
continent with a people speaking 
the same language and governed 
with the same laws. Nor can we 
contemplate with satisfaction either 
blot or mixture on that surface. 

Ke then gives the preference to 
the West Indies, and among these 
Islands to St. Domingo in considera- 
tion of their being already inhabited 
by a people of their own 0 race and 
color, and having a climate congeni- 
al with their constitution, and being 
insulated from other descriptions of 



men. Africa he concludes would 
offer a last and undoubted resort if all 
others more desirable should fail us. 

On the 21st Dec. 1801, Mr. Mon- 
roe communicated this letter of Mr. 
Jefferson with a message asking for a 
more full description of persons who 
are to be transported, and the place 
to which it is disposed to give the 
preference. On the 16th June 1802, 
the House of Delegates of Va. res- 
ponded in the following resolutions, 
which were agreed to by the Senate 
on the 23d. 

"The Legislature of the Common- 
wealth by their resolution of Dec. 
last having authorized the Governor 
to correspond with the President of 
the United States relative to the pur- 
chase of lands without the limits of 
this State, to which persons obnox* 
ious to the laws and dangerous to 
the peace of society might be re- 
moved, from which general expres- 
sions a difference of construction 
has prevailed, to reconcile which re- 
course must be had to the actual 
state of things which produced the 
resolution.^ 

Therefore Resolved, That as the resolu- 
tion was not intended to embrace offenders 
for ordinary crimes to which the laws hava 
been found equal, but only those for con- 
spiracy, insurgency, &c, among, that class 
of people, who produced the alarm in this 
State in the fall of 1800, the Governor be 
requested in carrying the resolution into ef- 
fect, upon the construction herC givet), to re- 
quest the President of the United States in 
procuring the lands to prefer the continent 
of Africa, or any of the Spanish or Portu- 
guese setdements in South America. 

Resolved, That the Governor be request- 
ed to correspond with the President of the 
United Slates for the purpose of obtaining 
a place without the .limits of the. ?jame, to 
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which free negroes or mulattoes and such 
negroes or mulattoes as may be emancipa- 
ted, may be sent or chose to remove as a 
place of asylum, and that it is not the wish 
o? the Legislature to obtain the sovereignty 
of such place. 

In Dec. 1804, Mr. Jefferson ad- 
dressed a letter to Governor Page of 
Virginia, in which he says, the island 
of St. Domingo, our nearest and 
most convenient resource, is too un- 
settled to be looked to for any per- 
manent arrangements. He then 
suggests whether the inhabitants of 
our late purchase, beyond the Mis- 
sissippi, and the national Legisla- 
ture would consent that a portion of 
that country should be set apart for 
the persons contemplated. And 
not yet seeming to despair of Af- 
rica, he adds, my last information as 
to Sierra Leone is that the company 
was proposing to deliver up their 
colony to the Government, Should 
this take place it might furnish an 
opportunity for an incorporation of 
ours into it. This led to the follow- 
ing resolution of the House of Dele- 
gates on the 3d of Dec. 1S04. 

Resolved, That the Senators of this State, 
in the Congress of the United States, be in- 
structed and the Representatives be request- 
ed to exert their best efforts for the purpose 
of obtaining from the General Government 
a competent portion of territory in the coun- 
try of Louisiana, to be appropriated to the 
residence of such people of color as have 
been or may be emancipated in Virginia, or 
may hereafter become dangerous to the 
public safety. Provided, that no contract 
or arrangement respecting such territory 
shall be obligatory on this Commonwealth 
until ratified by the Legislature. 

This resolution was sent by Gov- 
ernor Page to the Representatives 
of Virginia. 

Our difficulties with France and 



England now supervened and arrest- 
ed at this point these interesting 
proceedings. But there was at least 
one eminent politician whose mind 
was not diverted from the contem- 
plation of this subject by the ap- 
proaching war with England. In 
Jan. 1811, Mr. Jefferson said, "I 
have long ago made up my mind 
upon this subject, and have no hesi- 
tation in saying I have ever thought 
it the most desirable measure for 
gradually drawing off this part oCour 
population. Going from a country 
possessing all the useful arts they 
might be the means of transporting 
them among the inhabitants of Af- 
rica, and would thus carry back to 
the country of their origin the seed 
of civilization which might render 
their sojourning here a blessing in 
the end to that country. Nothing 
is more to be wished lhan the United 
States would themselves undertake 
to make such an establishment on 
the coast of Africa. Exclusive of 
motives of humanity, the commer- 
cial advantages to be derived from 
it might defray all its expenses. It 
may be doubted whether many of 
these people would be willing to go, 
but that should not discowage the 
experiment" A treaty of peace 
having been concluded with Great 
Britain in 1815, the public mind 
reverted with increased interest to 
the scheme of colonization. 

In December, 1816, with only 
seven dissenting voices in the House 
of Delegates, and one in the Senate, 
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the following .resolutions moved by 
Mr. Mercer, passed the Legislature 
of Virginia. 

Whereas, the General Assembly of Vir- 
ginia, have repeatedly sought to obtain an 
Asylum beyond the limits of the United 
States, for such persons of color as have 
been, or may be emancipated under the laws 
of this commonwealth, but have hitherto 
found all their efforts frustrated, either by 
the disturbed state of other nations, or do- 
mestic causes equally unpropitious to its 
success. They now avail themselves of a 
period when peace has healed the wounds 
of humanity,, and the principal nations, of 
Europe have agreed with the government of 
the United States, in abolishing the African 
slave trade, (a traffic which this Common- 
wealth both before and after the Revolution, 
zealously sougtit to extirpate,) to renew 
this effort : therefore, 

Resolved, That the Executive be request- 
ed to correspond with the President of the 
United States, for the purpose of obtaining 
a territory on the coast of Africa, or at 
some other place not within any of the 
States or territorial governments of the Uni- 
ted States, to serve for an asylum of such 
persons of color as are now free, and desire, 
the same, and for those who may be here- 
after emancipated within this Common- 
wealth, and that the Senate and Represen- 
tatives of this state and the Congress of the 
United States, be requested to exert their 
best efforts to aid in the attainment of the 
above object. 

In the meantime Dr. Finley, Bish- 
op Meade, Frank Key, &c, had 
been anxiously pondering the sub- 
ject of African Colonization. These 
with other persons of like minds, 
assembled in the city of Washing- 
ton on the 21st of December of the 
same year, and recommended the 
formation of the American Coloni- 
zation Society. 

Mr. Clay was chairman of the 
meeting, and stirring addresses were 
™ade by him, and by Messrs Cald- 
well, and Randolph of Roanoke. 
A committee was appointed to pres- 
ent a memorial to Congress asking 



j their co-operation ; John Randolph 
! was on that committee. The Soci- 
| ety held its first meeting on the 17th 
j of January, 1817, and elected its 
officers. Hon. Bushrod Washington, 
was made President, and among the 
13 Vice Presidents were Clay, Craw- 
ford, Jackson, and John Taylor, of 
Virginia. The committee of the So* 
ciety prepared a memorial to Con- 
gress, which was referred to a com- 
mittee of the House of Representa- 
i tives, who made an able report con- 
! eluding with resolutions recommen- 
ding negotiations with the great 
states of Europe, for the abolition 
of the slave trade, and an applica- 
tion to Great Britain to receive into 
the colony of Sierra Leone such of 
the free people of color of the Uni- 
ted States, as should be carried thith- 
er. And should this propostion not 
be accepted, then to obtain from 
Great Britain a stipulation, guaran- 
teeing a permanent neutrality to 
any colony established under the 
auspices of the United States, upon 
the coast of Africa. 

On the 3d of March, 1819, Con- 
gress passed an act authorising the 
President of the United States to 
make such arrangements as he mio-ht 
deem expedient for the safe keeping 
and removal out of the United States 
of such persons of color as might 
be brought into any of the States 
under the act abolishing the slave 
trade, and to appoint agents upon 
the coast of Africa, for receiving 
such persons. Agents were accord- 
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ingly appointed by the government, 
who acting in co-operation with the 
agents of the society, purchased 
territory and established the colony. 
This purchase was made in 1822, 
by an agent of the Society, and 
Capt. Stockton of the navy, on the 
part of the government of the Uni- 
ted States. From that moment, the 
course of the colony has been steadi- 
ly onward, "through evil and through 
good report," until it has taken its 
place among the independent na- 
tions of the earth, under the denomi- 
nation of the " Republic of Liberia." 
To return from this digression, to 
Virginia. An auxiliary society was 
formed in Richmond in November, 
1823, at the head of wich was placed 
the lion. John Marshall, (clarum 
et venerabile nomen) who continu- 
ed to* preside over its deliberations, 
and to guide it by his wise counsels, 
to the day of his lamented death. 
,He was succeeded by the Hon. John 
Tyler, late President of the United 
States. The Richmond Society by 
its able reports, its energetic agen- 
cies, and its stirring appeals, was 
instrumental in diffusing information 
and procuring contributions, which 
rendered very valuable aid in a time of 
need, to the Parent Society at Wash- 
ington. It also obtained from the 
Legislature in 1825 and 1828, 
donations in clothing and imple- 
ments of agriculture, which supplied 
very opportunely pressing wants of 
the infant colony in Africa. The 



Colonization Society at this period, 
had a iask of great delicacy to per- 
form. The questions growing out of 
the admission of Missouri into the 
Union, had fearfully agitated the 
whole country, and threatened to 
overwhelm this benevolent enter- 
prise in ruin, but by following the 
chart of her original principles with 
1 the strictest fidelity, and steering 
between the rock of indifferentism 
on the one hand, and the whirlpool 
of abolitionism on the other, she 
was enabled with the blessing of 
heaven to weather the storm. At this 
critical juncture were heard above 
the roaring of the tempest of fanati- 
cism, the voices of her gallant com- 
manders, Madison and Marshall,* 
cheering her onward in her noble 
mission. 

Mr; Madison in a letter dated 
Jan. 16, 1832, said, "the Society 
had always my best wishes, although 
with hopes of success less sanguine 
than those entertained by others 
found to be better judges, and I feel 
the greatest pleasure at the progress 
already made by the Society, and 
the encouragement to encounter re- 
maining difficulties, afforded by the 
greater and earlier difficulties al- 
ready overcome. I cherish the 
hope that the time will come when 
the dreadful calamity which has so 
long afflicted our country, and filled 
so many with despair, will be grad- 
ually removed, and by means con-, 
sistent with' justice, peace, and the 



?The one President of the American — the other President of the Virginia Society. 
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general satisfaction ; thus giving to 
our country the full enjoyment of 
the blessings of liberty, and to the 
world fho full benefit of its great 
example." 

Judge Marshall in the same year, 
said, "the removal of our colored 
population is a commqn object by 
no means conferred to the slave 
states, although they are more im- 
mediately interested in it. The 
whole Union, he adds, would be 
strengthened by it, and relieved from 
a danger whose extent can be scarcely 
estimated." Here we have the 
authority of the " father of the con- 
stitution" and its greatest expounder, 
both of whom thought the object 
contemplated by the Colonization 
Society, so important that it de- 
manded the interposition of the 
general government, and both re- 
garded the public lands as a proper 
resource for effecting it. 

In the mean time the tragedy of 
Southampton had occurred, and rung 
an alarum through the Common- 
wealth, which convinced the Legis- 
lature, that in the language of Gen. 
Brodnax " something must be done." 
Accordingly that gentleman in the 
session of 1832 and 33, reported a 
bill devising ways and means for 
deporting free negroes and such as 
may become free in Virginia to Li- 
beria. The bill proposed an appro- 
priation of $35,000 for the present 
year and $90,000 for the next, to be 
applied to this purpose. It passed 
the House of Delegates, but vr as lost 



in the Senate. Notwithstanding 
this discouragement, the subject was 
again moved, and on the 4th of 
March, 1833, an act passed the 
Legislature appropriating $18,000, 
and constituting the Governor, Lieut. 
Governor, and 1st and '2d Auditors, 
a board of commissioners, for carry- 
ing its provisions into effect. The 

act was as follows; 

"Whenever satisfactory proof shall he 
produced to said commissioners that any 
number of free persons of color shall have 
been actually transported to Liberia, or 
other place on the western coast of Africa, 
or that they shall have been embarked 
for transportation thither from within the 
limits of this Commonwealth by the Ame- 
rican Colonization Society, it shall be 
lawful and the said board of commissioners 
are hereby required to issue their warrant 
upon the treasury of this commonwealth, 
for such sum or sums of money as may 
be necessary to defray the' costs of trans- 
porting and subsisting such free persons 
of color for a limited time, on the said coast 
of Africa, payable to the authorized and 
accredited agent of the American Coloni- 
zation Society. Provided, that the sum or 
sums thus expended shall in no one year 
exceed the amount hereby appropriated 
for such year, and that the free persons 
of color who may be removed under the 
provisions of this act, shall be selected from 
the different counties and corporations of 
this Commonwealth, in proportion to the 
amount of revenue paid into the public treas- 
ury by such county or corporation, if such 
persons can be found in such county willing 
to emigrate ; but if the whole sum of money 
hereby appropr atad to each couuty or cor- 
poration, snali not annually be applied to the 
removal of such free persons of color therein 
because of their unwillingness to emigrate 
therefrom, then the balance thereof may 
be equitably applied to the remdval of free 
persons from other counties and corpora- 
tions. And provided that no more than the 
sum of $30 shall be allowed for the trans- 
portation and subsistence of any free per- 
sons of color over ten years of age, and not 
more than $20 for any under that age. Pro- 
vided, that no payment shall be made by 
the same Board under the provision of this 
act, for the transportation of any other than 
persons now free, and born and residing 
within Uiis Commonwealth or tlHir descen- 
dants." 
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This act as was predicted at 
the time was rendered utterly in- 
efficient bv the restrictions with 
which it was encumbered. The 
appropriations having been distri- 
buted into as many parts as there 
were counties in the Commonwealth, 
and having been limited to those 
persons freed before a certain time, 
and the commissioners appointed to 
carry the provisions of the act into 
effect, feeling themselves bound. by 
it to require the Society to prove the 
identity, age and residence of each 
applicant, as well as the time at 
which they were emancipated, by 
the certificates of the clerks of the 
counties in which such persons re- 
sided, and also to prove their trans- 
portation or embarkation by divers 
formalities, it was thought better to 
surrender the benefit of the act than 
to incur the expense of time and 
money necessary to comply with its 
hard conditions. Accordingly, the 
Society actually colonized in the 
year 1836, at their own expense, 
emigrants who cajne within the pro- 
visions of the act. 

In 1837, the Board of Managers 
of the Virginia Society, seconded by 
petitions from severalj auxiliary so- 
cieties, presented a memorial to the 
Legislature asking for an act of 
incorporation, and an amendment 
of the act of 1833, so as to make its 
provisions available, and on the 13th 
of February of the same vear, the 
report of the select committee de- 
daring these petitions reasonable 



v.-as agreed to by the House of 
Delegates, and a bill ordered. 
For want of time or some other 
cause not known, this bill did not 
become a law. And now in 1850, 
Mr. Dorman has reported a bill to 
the same end founded upon the re- 
commendation in the message of Go- 
vernor Floyd. Such is believed to 
be a just account of the history of 
the idea of colonizing our people of 
color from its first conception, until 
its full development in the Ameri- 
can Colonization Society. It is not 
within the scope of this address to 
write the history of that society — its r 
unparalelled success is not now 
questioned by any unprejudiced 
man. Mr. Gurley who was com- 
missioned by the general govern- 
ment to visit Liberia and investigate 
its condition, is just returned and is 
now preparing an elaborate report 
illustrating the commercial and other 
interests of that young Republic, his 
testimony to its present prosperity 
and the greatness of its future pros- 
pects is most decisive and encour- 
aging. Neither is it a part of my 
plan to cite the authority or acts of 
the several state Legislatures, four- 
teen of which have given the socie- 
ty their approbation, and one, Mary- 
land, has made it a part of her per- 
manent policy by establishing and 
cherishing with annual appropria- 
tions the colony of Maryland in Li- 
beria. Nor will I now insist upon 
the benefits, social, political and 
moral that are conferred by this so- 
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ciety upon the white race in Ameri- 
ca, and upon the black race upon 
both continents. Let it suffice to 
say that we have in our midst in the 
persons of our free colored people 
an evil of enormous magnitude. That 
this evil has increased, is increasing 
and ought to be diminished every 
body admits. Benevolent indivi- 
duals and societies are laboring 
with all their might to eradi- 
cate it. They have done much. 
When there were only 2000 colonists, 
in Liberia, 1100 of them were from 
Virginia, and complaints were made 
that the Virginians monopolized the 
public offices. During the present 
month, sixty colored people from 
Virginia will sail from Norfolk. Un- 
der these circumstances can there be 
a question whether the subject is 
worthy the interposition of the Le- 
gislature. If this is clear, is not de- 
lay dangerous? When Mr. Jeffer- 
son proposed his plan of coloniza- 
tion, there were only about 10,000 
free negroes in Virginia — now the 
number is estimated at 60.000, and 
is increasing, not only in the natural 
way but Jay operation of the law con- 
ferring upon the County Courts the 

SLettcr from \lx 
Government House, 
Monrovia, Oct. 31*/, 1S49. 
Dear Sir : — Your two favors of the 
31st July, by the " Liberia Packet," 
are received, and their contents re- 
spectively noted. I forwarded to 
your address, a few weeks ago, a 
copy of our commercial treaty" with 
England. Iihave the satisfaction to 
inform you that the ratifications 
4 



power of allowing emancipated 
slaves to remain in the State during 
the good pleasure of the Court. A 
majority of the magistrates being re- 
quired to constitute a court under 
| this law, as a matter of fact, the 
Court seldom meets, and the appli- 
' cant is advised by his counsel that 
nothing will be done with him while 
his application is pending, and thus 
great numbers of these people re- 
main in the Commonwealth con- 
trary to the obvious intent of the law. 

A great change is coming every 
day over the dreams of the colored 
people upon this subject. The es- 
tablishment of the Republic of Li- 
beria, and its recognition by the 
great powers of Europe, has attract- 
ed their attention, and excited a 
spirit of inquiry which will undoubt- 
edly lead to a large emigration. The 
| time for giving the cause a vigorous 
impulse is propitious. Will the 
generous and sagacious Legislators 
of the Old Dominion, turn a deaf ear 
to thousands of their fellow citizens 
of all religious creeds, and political 
parties, who having put their own 
shoulders to the wheel, with ono 
voice call upon Hercules for help, 

si sent j&oiicrts. 
were exchanged at London on tho 
first of August last, and the British 
ratified copy was received here on 
the 15th ultimo— -which you will 
find published in the September 
number of the Liberia Herald. 

I regret to have to inform you that 
we have not yet succeeded in secur- 
ing the territory of Gallinas., Our ne- 
gotiations, at present, are at a stand 
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still for the want of funds. Mr. 
Teage's failure to raise money in 
the "United States, is a sad disap- 
pointment to us, and has not a little 
embarrassed our operations. So 
sure was I that our friends in Ame- 
rica would aid us in this important 
object, that immediately after Mr. 
Teage's departure for the United 
States I opened negotiations with 
the chiefs for the purchase of the 
various tracts of country between 
this place and Sierra Leone, and, as 
you are aware, succeeded in secur- 
ing three important tracts. And 
for these I am sorry to say but a 
small portion of the purchase money 
has been paid, in consequence of 
being compelled to apply nearly all 
the money we could possibly raise 
here to the discharge of the debt in- 
curred for the New Cess expedition. 

The chiefs of Gallinas demand 
one half of the purchase money 
down on concluding the sale of 
their territory, which at present, we 
are not prepared to do : nor have 
I any idea when we shall be able to 
meet this demand, certainly not for 
several years unless you will come 
to our aid. 

In the hope, however, of obtain- 
ing timely assistance from the United 
States I shall keep the negotiations 
pending until I can hear from you 
again, at which time I hope to be 
authorized by you to draw for the 
$5,000, refered to in your letter of 
31st July last. The amount pledged 
by Mr. Gurney (£1,000) is not "re- 
ceivable until we shall have actually 
negotiated the purchase of the whole- 
territory lying between our northern 
boundary and Sierra Leone, which 
cannot be effected without at least 
$5,000 in hand. 

I am exceedingly anxious to se- 
cure this territory — indeed, it is im- 
portant that we do so as soon as 
possible — particularly in view of the 
probability that the British blockad- 



ing squadron will be withdrawn from 
this part of the African coast : in 
the event of which efforts will no 
doubt be made to revive- the slave 
trade at those old haunts of the 
slavers: but if they are embraced 
within the jurisdiction of Liberia it 
will be impossible. 

I am gratified to find that the 
President, and the Secretary of 
State of the United States, are favor- 
ably disposed towards Liberia; and 
{ that there is a prospect of our ob- 
! taining a speedy recognition of our 
independence from the United States 
Government. The appointment of 
Rev. Mr. Gurlev to visit Liberia to 
collect statistics and facts respecting 
the commerce, &c, of this Republic 
preparatory to introducing the subject 
of our independence before the 
United States Senate, is an indica- 
tion that something is likely to be 
done. Mr.~Gurley is assiduously 
discharging the duties of his mission, 
and is collecting much valuable in* 
j formation. He will be able, I have 
no doubt, to present such a report 
as will not only convince the Go- 
vernment and people of the United 
States of the propriety of acknow- 
ledging the independence of Li* 
beria, but also of the necessity of 
extending to the infant government 
a helping hand. 

I am glad to find that the inter- 
pretation which our legislature put 
upon the articles of our agreement 
with the Society agrees with the un- 
derstanding of the Executive Com- 
mittee, and will doubtless meet the 
approval of the Board of Directors 
at their annual meeting in January 
next. 

With high regards I have the 
honor to be, dear sir, 

Your obdt. humble servant, 
J. J. ROBERTS. 

To Rev. Wm. McLain, 
Washington City. 



